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Election Special 
~ What will the 
\ parties do for you? 7 


One thousand say “Act now!” 


Up to one thousand people 
from all over the. country 
crammed into Westminster 
Great Hall on 8 April to pro- 

_ test about the Government's 
failure to implement the ma- 
jor sections of the 1986 Dis- 
abled Persons Act. 

They were addressed by 
Labour leader Neil Kinnock. 
“For £50 million the lives of so 
many could be transformed — 
especially young disabled peo- 
ple,” he said. 

“It is the responsibility of any 
government to ensure that dis- 
abled people are not second 
class citizens, but that they can 
lead a fulfilling life.” 

Sections 5 and 6 of the Act, 
which set up procedures for 
statementing school leavers and 
providing appropriate services 
for them, have caused the most 
concern. 


Right: People with disabilities, 
their relatives and _ friends 
queue to get inio the House. Be- 
low: Labour leader Neil Kin- 
nock meets some of the lobby. 


needs. 


Clauses get green light 


The Government implemented 4 sections of the 
Disabled Persons Act on 1 April. 
@ Local authorities must assess a disabled person 
when he or she asks for services. 
@ Account must be taken of carers and their 


Simon Crompton 


@ Local authorities must provide information on 
services available to disabled people in the area. 


No charge for residents 


If domestic rates are replaced by 
a community charge, disabled 
people living in residential cen- 
tres will not have to pay. 

The Government has agreed 
to alter its Bill, now going 
through the Lords. It had been 
under strong pressure from 
voluntary organisations such as 
the NCVO, MENCAP and The 
Spastics Society. 

Whether severely disabled 
people living in the community 
will be exempted too has not 
been decided. 

The Bill seeks.to replace ex- 
isting domestic rates with acom- 
munity charge levied on every 
adult over 18. The Government 
had been saying that disabled 
people in residential care or in 
the community who depend on 
benefits would still have to pay 
20 per cent of the new charge. 


An average two-adult family 
could face increases of more 
than £200 over their present 
rates bill. Even paying 20 per 
cent, disabled people in some 
boroughs might have to pay as 
much as £130 a year. 

Since disabled people in re- 
sidential centres are at present 
exempt from paying rates it was 
argued that they should not have 
to pay the new charge. 

“While we welcome the news 
that no new financial burdens 
will be added to disabled people 
in residential centres — nor to 
The Spastics Society who would 
have had to pay for some of them 
— we are disappointed that there 
is no clear indication of how 
many severely disabled people 
in the community may be ex- 
empted”, said John Cox, director 
of The Spastics Society. 


Sterilisation 
to go ahead 


Jeanette, a mentally handicap- 
ped girl of 17, is to be sterilised, 
following a ruling in the House 
of Lords last month. 

Five Law Lords upheld the 
decisions of the High Court 


and Court of Appeal 
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SPEED WELL WITH 
SUPAKART 
The Mobile Aid with Children inMind 


% Suitable for ages 6 — Adult 
%* ABattery Operated Vehicle 


BERKSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 
«eb Enterprises) 
FREEPOST, Slough SL1 3BR 
Telephone: 0753 72249 


Owen promises 53.50 a week 
to elderly and disabled people 


An SDP/Liberal Alliance gov- 
erment would increase all 
disability premiums by £3.50 
a week within 2 years. This 
would help pensioners over 
80, sick and disabled people 
and those receiving mobility 
or attendance allowances. 

It would introduce a Bill of 
Rights to protect the rights of 
individuals and minorities 
and a Human Rights Commis- 
sion that could prosecute on 
behalf of disabled people. 

It would implement “im- 
mediately” sections 5 and 6 of 
the Disabled Persons Act. 

These are 3 of a 10-point 
comprehensive disability 
policy unveiled by the SDP 
leader, Dr Owen, on 25 April. 
He was speaking at the 
annual general meeting in 
London of the Disablement 
Income Group. 

Dr Owen talked of a Carer’s 
Charter. The Alliance would in- 
troduce legislation to remove 
barriers to creating a package for 
carers, and local councils would 
have to liaise with the NHS, the 
DHSS and voluntary groups to 
ensure holiday relief for carers, 
day care centres, a minimum 


Struggling to leave a 
bath is neither relax- 
ing or safe—yet many 
elderly and less able 
people have little 
alternative. 


Re-discover stress-free 
independent bathing with 


the Autolift bathing chair. It swings 


WHAT PRICE A 


transport service, meals on 
wheels, laundry services and a 
sitting service to relieve carers. 

A “more generous” carer’s be- 
nefit would replace the invalid 
care allowance. 

60,000 new health and social 
services jobs in the community 
would be created over 3 years, 
funded from the existing econo- 
mic programme. 

The Alliance plans to imple- 
ment in full the Education Act 
1981, integrating where possi- 
ble children with disabilities 
into ordinary schools and fund- 
ing adequately those children 
who need special arrangements. 

“It is wholly unacceptable that 
important services, such as 
speech therapy, and vital facili- 
ties — for the teaching of Down’s 
Syndrome children and those 
with cerebral palsy — are only 
provided on a haphazard basis at 
present”, said Dr Owen. 

The Alliance would also res- 
tore full entitlement to those 
people likely to lose their indust- 
rial injuries claims next year, re- 
lax restrictions on mobility allo- 
wance entithement and encour- 
age community transport. 

See also page 7 


gently over the bath edge and right down into the water, 
and lifts out again, just by turning the handle. 


Return the coupon today for your free colour booklet. 
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PLEASE SEND ME DETAILS OF THE AUTOLIFT 
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MECANAIDS LTD - FREEPOST - GLOUCESTER : GL1 1BR 
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Don't put your 
life at risk 


I was disturbed by the comment 
in the article “Mini Marathon” 
(DN March) that “many drivers 
have had the same hand controls 
for all their driving career,-just 
moving them from one mini'to 
another.” 

Transferring hand controls 
from one car to another, 
whether or not it is the same 
model, is not a practice to be re- 
commended. 

_ The fitting and maintaining of 
hand controls is a professional 
job and one which must be done 
by qualified fitters.. The driver 
will, after all, be relying totally 
on the hand controls for braking 
and other vital functions. 

The fitting of hand controls is 
also a highly skilled job. Unless it 
is competently undertaken, the 
bodywork of the car could be 
damaged and, for example, rust 
proofing warranties could be in- 
validated and serious structural 
weakening or damage could be 
caused. 

Hand controls are not check- 
ed as part of the standard MOT 
test, so it is up to the individual 
driver to take the vehicle to a 
reputable garage or to the manu- 
facturer or fitter to have the 
adaptations inspected on a regu- 
lar basis when the car is serviced. 

If you do not check stretched 
cables, loose connections, worn 
bearings or other faults you may 
be putting your life and other 
people’s at risk. 

Ann Frye 

Disability Unit 
Department of Transport 
2 Marsham Street 
London, SW1P 3EB 


A better cushion 


In the article “How to take the 
pressure off your Ischial Tuber-’ 
osities” (DN August 1986) you 
show a picture of the deep Roho 
cushion. 

I have tested such a cushion in 
simulated high energy frontal 


impacts with worrying results: 
the seat belt is more likely to 
break or the person is more like- 
ly to “submarine” under the seat 
belt and receive internal injuries 
from the lap strap. The details 
are given in our leaflet LF1020. 

I believe that it is important 
that your readers should know 
that Roho now produce a low 
profile cushion with a washable 
cover especially for use by car 
occupants. 

S.P F Petty 

Vehicle Safety Division 
Transport and Road Research 
Laboratory 

Dept of Transport 

Old Wokingham Road 
Crowthorne _ 

Berks RG11 6AU 


Mr Hannam and 
positive 
discrimination 

I feel moved to make some com- 
ments on the quotation you used 
from John Hannam MP regarding 
a Gallup poll on positive discri- 
mination (DN, February). 

Mr Hannam was quoted as 
saying: “But if you think in terms 
of the people who are struggling 
at the moment just to get equal 
treatment it really doesn’t make 
much sense to start talking about 
positive discrimination.” 

The logic used here is very 
odd. It is Mr Hannam that doesn’t 
make much sense rather than 
any talk on positive discrimina- 
tion. People with disabilities are 
subjected to unequal treatment 
because the policies on employ- 
ment opportunities for people 
with disabilities are totally un- 
satisfactory. 

The recent work on the prin- 
ciples underlying employment 
provisions for people with dis- 
abilities demonstrates how little 
awareness still exists on the sub- 
ject. The Report of the National 
Advisory Council on Employ- 
ment of Disabled People, for 
example, which looked into the 
updating of the 1944 Disabled 
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shape of the child, and 
the seat can easily 
transfer from home to 
car to baby buggy. 


SNUG SER 


The Ortho-Med Snug-Seat has been designed and 
developed by Rehabilitation Engineers to enhance 
the sitting position of the younger disabled child 


The Ortho-Med Snug-Seat is 
designed to be flexible in 
need and application. A 
modular system of pads 
enables adaption to the 


with moderate 
seating 
problems. 


ORTHO-MED, 5 Loaning Road, Edinburgh EH7 6JE. Tel: 031-652 1603 


Persons (Employment) Act, 
maintains much of the oppres- 
sive ideology found in the domi- 
nant thinking on disability. 

On page 23 under the heading 
Equal Opportunities, it states: 
“However we do believe that de- 
spite the efforts made since the 
War, disabled people continue 
to find unnecessary obstacles in 
the form of lack of information, 
misconception and prejudice in 
their search for work. We think, 
therefore, that it is important to 
state as_a fundamental principle 
that disabled people should be 
treated on their individual 


Others like us? 


My husband Martin and myself 
are spastic. We have been mar- 
ried 5 months and are expecting 
a baby which we are both very 
pleased about. 

I was wondering if there are 
any couples like ourselves or 
who have any young children, as 
we can compare experiences. 
Our ages are 31 years old. 

Carol Woolley 

Flat 6-10 

Ford Street 

Stapenhill 
Burton-on-Trent, Staffs 


merits: Access of disabled peo- 
ple to training and to jobs and 
their development within orga- 
nisations should be based on 
their capacities as individuals, 
properly and fairly assessed.” 

Does “efforts since the War” 
mean by individuals, specific 
organisations or state agencies? 
It cannot for one moment mean 
legislation, eg the quota system, 
because these “efforts” are piti- 
ful. 

Secondly, “fundamental prin- 
ciples” are worthless unless they 
are supported by legislation. 
Positive discrimination and anti- 
discrimination legislation are se- 
rious alternatives to an unwork- 
able, meaningless quota system. 

Until the NACEDP, the MSC 
and other representatives of the 
Government listen to the views 
of people with disabilities, we 
will continue to suffer from acts 
of discrimination. 

Bob Findlay 

Birmingham Disability Rights 
Group 

Cornwall House 

31 Lionel Street 

Birmingham B3 1AP 


Violence at home 


Gateshead Council for the Dis- 
abled would like to get in touch 
with anyone who has under- 
taken research on the issue of 
disabled women and domestic 
violence. 

Over the past year we have en- 
countered in the course of our 
advice work a significant num- 
ber of cases where disabled 
women have been regularly ex- 
periencing violence within the 
home, and in response to this we 
have convened a series of meet- 
ings with the statutory author- 
ities and interested voluntary 
agencies to examine the issue. 

We feel policy responses are 
needed, but obviously research 
is our starting point, so we 
would be very grateful for any 
contacts or information. 

Dave Norman 

General Secretary 
Gateshead Council for the 
Disabled 

Voluntary Services Bureau 
46 Trinity Square 
Gateshead 

Tyne & Wear NE8 LAL 


Carol and Martin Woolley at their wedding last November. 


Worried for the 
future? Let the 
right people know 


In response to Mrs Matthews’ 
cry for help (DN March), I men- 
tioned that affiliated group chair- 
men had been asked to supply 
information to The Spastics Soci- 
ety about families known to 
them who are facing similar 
problems to Mrs Matthews. — 

Many people have contacted 
me to say that they were not 
aware that such a request had 
ever been made — and no one 
had asked them about their 
needs. 

So may I repeat that where 
families are facing problems ab- 
out a future when they will be 
unable to provide a home and 
care for their adult dependent 
relative, it is essential that those 
able to help them plan have de- 
tailed information about the 
family’s needs. Such information 
will be strictly confidential and 
will not be shared without the 
consent of the family and, 
whenever possible, the disabled 
person concerned. 

Information may be channel- 
led through regional social 
workers, regional managers or 
regional chairmen. It should in- 
clude the following basic details: 
name/address/age of dependent 
adult; name/address of carers; 
approximate age and state of 
health of carers; whether or not 
the disabled adult’s needs are 
known to and recorded by the 
local authority social services 
department or The Spastics Soci- 
ety’s social services division; 
whether discussions are current- 
ly taking place with either or 
both social services about future 
services for the family. 

To plan the right move for the 
dependent adults and their car- 
ers takes a lot of research and 
preparation. Negotiations about 
money can sometimes take years 
to sort out for both the family 
and local authority. 

It is very important if you are 
worried abut the future to make 
sure the right people know. 
Then they can help you prepare. 
Ann Hithersay 
Director of Regions 
The Spastics Society 


(s ic) 
DN’s diary column : 


by Simon Crompton 


Laughable 

Puzzled, no doubt, by some of 
President Reagan’s “off the cuff’ 
witticisms, a Russian 
expeditionary force has been 
investigating the state of 
American humour. According to 
the Daily Mail, they have 
adjudged it overactive, saying 
that Americans “smile and laugh 
and giggle too much.” The 
comedy cold war seems to be at 
its chilliest over matters of 
“black” humour — the Russian 
visitors were shocked at jokes 
about illness and people with 
disabilities. 


Garbage 
The Garbage Pail Kids, a hugely 
successful series of bubble gum 
cards, has been causing concern 
amongst those concerned about 
attitudes to disability on both 

sides of the Atlantic. In America, 

the father ofa four-year old with 
Down’s Syndrome has started a 
petition against the cards, which 
depict characters such as “Bent 
Ben’, “Rob Slob” and “Vile Kyle”. 
He says they encourage children 
to discriminate against people . 
with disabilities andregardthem 
as ugly or gross. One of the most 
offensive is a mock certificate 
entitled “Spaz Award”. The 

citation reads: 

“For possessing the attributes of 
total spazdom. You laugh with 
mouthfuls of cottage cheeseand — 
Spray everyone within ten feet. } 
You stick out your tongue — 
then forget to stick it back in. 

You eat erasers. You pick your 

nose with popsicles. You watch ~ 
test patterns on TV. You suck 

your socks. You fall asleep in 

the bath-tub. You eat pet food. I 
could go on but Ive got to fall 

outa car window. 

IM.A. Spaz iT 

President SAA 

(Spazs of America 

Association)” 

A letter of Complaint from John 

Cox, director of The Spastics 
Society, drew a very brief 

response from Topps Chewing 

Gum in New York, who said 

“there was never intenticn to 
undermine the fine work of your 
organisation or encourage 

negative attitudes.” The 

possibility that this could be the 
cards’ effect was not dealt with, 

nor was there a suggestion of 
looking further into the matter. 

The Garbage Pail Kids are now in 
their fourth series and on sale in 
newsagents all round the 

country. 


Jane Douglas has just turned 21. 
She looks about 12 years old. Her 
friend, Theresa, could almost be 
middle-aged = in fact she’s only 
23. Cerebral palsy does that to 
people, deforming their bodies 
and monopolising their minds, 
so that the victims, born brain- 
damaged and physically hand- 
icapped, have virtually no hope 
of recovery. The Oxford Star, 4 
December 1986. Sent in by 
Julian Griffith. 
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Queen’s Award 


winners 


¥, 


_ Four companies 


that make 
equipment for people with dis- 
abilities were among the 120 
winners of the Queen’s Award 
for Export and Technological 


Achievement. 


Stannah Lifts, Mediscus Pro- 


ducts, BEC Mobility and Hunt- 
_ leigh Technology all won awards 


” 


in recognition of their outstand- 
ing trade performance. The 
awards are made annually by the 
Queen, on the advice of the 
Prime Minister. 

Stannah Lifts, which manufac- 
tures domestic lifts and stairlifts, 
exports Over a quarter of its total 
production to 22 foreign coun- 
tries, including Australia, Hong 
Kong and Japan. The company 
has increased its exports by 600 
per cent since 1982. 

Mediscus Products, which 
makes a specialised medical bed, 
now has its main market in 
America, and BEC Mobility, 
which makes wheelchairs, ex- 
ports to 19 countries. Huntleigh 
Technology are manufacturers 
of fetal monitors, airbeds and 
compression therapy equip- 
ment. 


14.Marathon 
runner 


Denise Plum 


-nine-year-old 


Brian 
Cleaver from Short Heath, Wil- 
lenhall, completed the 13-mile 


Forty 


Wolverhampton 1/2-Marathon 
last month on crutches. 


Sterilisation 


Continued from page 1 
that Jeanette should be sterilised 
to protect her from unwanted 
pregnancy. The case had pro- 
voked a heated debate on the 
issue of sterilising mentally 
handicapped young women. 

Dismissing the appeal, 
brought by the official solicitor 
David Venables, the Lords said 
the case was not about sterilisa- 
tion for social purposes, nor ab- 
out the convenience of those 
who care for the girl, nor did it 
involve a general principle of 
public policy. 

“Tt is about what is in the best 


_ interests of this unfortunate 


young woman and how best she 
can be given the protection 
which is essential to her future 
well-being so that she may lead 
as full a life as her intellectual 
capacity allows,” said Lord Oliv- 
er of Aylmerton. 

Lord Templeman added that 
he believed that sterilisation of a 
girl under 18 should only be car- 
ried out with the leave of a High 
Court judge. 

The official solicitor David 
Venables said he thought the 
Lords had acted in Jeanette’s 
best interests. “It was essential 
that we took the matter to the 
House of Lords so that the law 
was perfectly clear,” he said. 

The decision was important, 
he added, because it did not give 
an open licence to sterilise men- 
tally handicapped girls. It had 
been made clear in the Court of 
Appeal and in the House of Lords 
that it should be a court deci- 
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First ever survey of disabled students 


More than 43,500 students with 
special educational needs are 
regularly attending courses at 
further and higher education 
colleges in England, 10,000 of 
them as full-time students. But 
there are serious gaps both in the 
provision of colleges and special 
courses. 

For example, over 40 per cent 
of polytechnics and institutes of 
higher education do not have a 
single disabled student (the 
figure is 20 per cent for further 
education colleges) and people 
who live in the East Midlands, 
the North West, Yorkshire and 
Humberside will find many more 
special courses than those living 
in Greater London, East Anglia, 
the South East or South West. 

Half the college teaching 
blocks have inadequate access 
for disabled students, and 60 per 
cent of the colleges admit they 
might have to deny a place ona 
course to a student with a 
physical handicap because of ac- 
cess or support problems. 

Very few colleges, only 19 per 
cent, have produced a formal 
policy on the admission of SEN 
students, although this was re- 
commended by the Warnock 
Committee in 1978. 

These are some of the findings 
of a new report by Richard 
Stowell, director of the National 
Bureau for Handicapped Stu- 
dents, based ona survey conduc- 
tred by the NBHS and Social 
Community Planning Research 
for the Department of Education 
and Science. 

It is the first survey of disabled 
students. 454 public sector col- 
leges of further and higher 
education took part, 93 per cent 
of those contacted. 

The report covers special and 
mainstream courses, college 
buildings, staffing and policy. 

It finds that colleges are now 
catering to people who are 
academically less able — almost 
half of all further education and 
technical colleges run courses 
specially designed for people 
with severe learning difficulties. 

Over 8,400 disabled school 
children take regular “link 
courses” at their local college, 
aS eee ee 
sion. 

Speaking on Radio 4 after the 
announcement, Sir Brian Rix, 
secretary general of Mencap, 
said that he hoped for the sake of 
Jeanette and her mother that 
publicity about the case would 
be allowed to die, but that he had 
approached the official solicitor 
about taking the case to the 
European Court of Human 
Rights. 


but the report finds that few 
courses are open to children 
with physical, sensory or be- 
haviour difficulties, and less than 
1 in 4 pupils of 14 and over are 
attending a college link course. 

A large number of students, 
over 13,000, attend classes run 
by further education teachers in 
adult training centres, day cen- 
tres and long stay hospitals. 

Full time special courses 
either funded by local educa- 
tional authorities or under the 
MSC’s YTS scheme are mainly for 
young people with moderate 
learning difficulties, says the re- 
port, but these people are “con- 
sistently under-represented” on 
mainstream courses. 

Support (such as counselling, 
teaching, transport or equip- 
ment) for the 3,400 students 
with physical and sensory im- 
pairments on mainstream 
courses varies considerably, the 
report shows. 

While 1,500 lecturers in furth- 


er education colleges teach SEN 
students as their main teaching 
commitment, very few, the re- 
port finds, are in senior grades 
and only 33 per cent of colleges 
with SEN students have had reg- 
ular staff development meetings 
in the last 2 years. 

“A large number of students 
are now catered for in higher 
education”, says Richard 
Stowell, “but there are still less 
than 10,000 full time students 
and the vast majority are in spe- 
cial courses. Special courses are 
still seen as an end in themselves 
rather than a means to get into 
ordinary courses.” 

He hopes that the DES will 
now accept the need for more 
resources for staff development 
and equipment. “For the first 
time we’ve put a figure on it.” 


Catching up? is available from 
the National Bureau for Hand- 
icapped Students, 336 Brixton 
Road, London SW9 7AA, £7.50. 


A disability 
arts culture 
in the making 
Chris Davies reports 


At the Waterman’s Art Centre 
last month, 300 people cele- 
brated the discovery of their 
own culture. 

They also witnessed the for- 
mal establishment of the London 
Disability Arts Forum, a group of 
about 20 disabled people who 
will develop a disability arts cul- 
ture. 

From midday to 11pm there 
were performances from theatre 
groups and individuals, includ- 
ing extracts from PATH Produc- 
tions’ Godspell, poetry from Ian 
Dury and Elly Wilkie, and song 
from Frankie Armstrong. 

Sandwiched between the per- 
formances was a_ key-note 
speech from Vic Finkelstein on 
the idea of a disability culture. 
This resulted in a lively debate 
and set the tone for the work of 
the Arts Forum. It was formally 
voted into being after twelve 
months of work by a steering 
committee. 

Essentially the day was about 
enjoying a sense of unity and col- 
lective strength. 

At last, the disabled commun- 
ity is beginning to appreciate a 
sense of self. While this pride 
may not be new to the commun- 
ity’s activists and political think- 
ers, to the average disabled per- 
son, isolated in the mundane 
realities of everyday life, it prob- 
ably is. 

It was a political and personal 
charge for the batteries of my 
own self-confidence. 

To the organisers of this event, 
particularly Sian Vasey from 
Artsline, one can only express 
gratitude. Days—like—this must 
continue and grow. The benefits 
are too good to lose. 

As Frankie Armstrong’s song 
puts it: 

“We will not beg, we will not 
hide, 

We'll come together to regain 
our pride.” 


FRONT 
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going places. 


Sussex BN27 2ES. 


DIGNITY 


A simple conversion of your car to Carchair can mean all the difference between 
staying at home and getting out and about. Because with the revolutionary Carchair 
— the only chair that picks you up and puts you in the front seat — you’ll really be 


You and Carchair — together we’re travelling. 


CARCHAIR PUTS YOU IN THE 


Carchair enables you to travel in style. Thanks to its versatility and compact size, 
Carchair transfers you to the car and becomes your front seat — a passport to the 
open road. Sounds unbelievable, doesn’t it? But it’s absolutely true! 

To hear more, call Car Chair on 0323 840283. Or send for our brochure to Car 
Chair Ltd., Car Chair House, Station Road Industrial Estate, Hailsham, East 
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Car Chair Ltd., Dept. 064, Car Chair House, Station Road Industrial Estate, 
Hailsham, E. Sussex BN27 2ES Telephone (0323) 840283 
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HOUSE OF LORD 


Community 
charge threat 


to disabled 


people 

Lord Henderson (Independent) 
moved an amendment in the 
Lords on 2 April that would ex- 
empt people in community care 
from paying 20 per cent of the 
new community charge. 

The charge is intended to re- 
place domestic rates in Scotland 
— and eventually England — and 
would involve every person 
aged over 18:-who is registered 
to vote. 

It has been estimated that the 
community charge for some 
areas of England might be as high 
as £769 per person by the time it 
is introduced. If disabled people 
who live in residential centres 
are not given an exemption they 
could have to find up to £153. 

Lord Henderson’s amendment 
sought to remove disabled peo- 
ple, whether in residential 
homes or in the community, 
from paying this charge where 
their main source of income is 
from benefits. 

Any reform of the present rat- 
ing system must be based on the 


ability to pay, he said. 

He also thought that the costs 
of voluntary organisations 
would be increased because 
they would often have to pay the 
charge for their disabled resi- 
dents. Disabled people in re- 
sidential homes would not be 
able to pay the charge out of 
their £9 a week living allowance. 

He also noted that because 
people in hospital were exempt, 
the new charge was going to dis- 
courage community care: as 
soon as someone moves to the 
community they would become 
liable for the tax. 

Lord Glenarther, replying for 
the Government, said that 
wholesale exemptions were not 
the best way to deal with the 
problems raised by Lord Hen- 
derson. 

It would diminish the Bill’s be- 
neficial effect on local accounta- 
bility. 

A system of individual rebates 
would be considered, he said, 
and where disabled people were 
living in residential accommoda- 
tion supported by board and 
lodging this would be taken into 
account. 

There was no logical reason 
why severely disabled people 
should be exempted as a group, 
he said. Individual cases would 
be dealt with in relation to their 
particular circumstances. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS 


Benefit changes 
will help 
disabled 
councillors 


John Major has announced 
changes in the social security be- 
nefit rules which will make it 
easier for long term sick and dis- 
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Museum ear piece. Hearing aids have come a long way from the 


Victorian device Jack Ashley, MP, (right) modelled for John Major, 
Minister for the Disabled, in the House of Commons last month. Mr 
Major was opening a display about the Royal National Institute for 
the Deafs Breaking the Sound Barrier campaign, which aims to 
improve services for elderly hard of hearing people. 


abled people to serve as local au- 
thority councillors. The changes 
will take effect after the local 
government elections this May. 

Mr Major said: “There has 
been growing concern about the 
dilemma facing councillors de- 
pendent on invalidity benefit. 
Current rules mean that they 
may lose all their benefit as soon 
as the allowance payable for 
their council work exceeds 
£25.50 a week. The result is that 
they either cut back on their 
council work or suffer finan- 
cially. 


“Experience shows that peo- . 


ple with long-term sickness or 
disability can give valuable ser- 
vices as councillors even though 
they were deterred by the rules 
of the benefit system from con- 
tributing to local democracy as 
elected representatives. 


“We have decided that in this 
special case the rules must be 
‘changed for invalidity benefit 
and also for sickness benefit and 
severe disablement allowance 
where the same dilemma could 
arise.” 

There are over 3,000 disabled 
councillors in England and 
Wales, many of whom may be- 
nefit from this decision. The new 
rules will apply only to council- 
lors’ attendance allowance 
which until now has been tre- 

‘ated as earnings for benefit pur- 
poses. The new proposal would 
deduct benefit pound for pound 
once allowances exceed £25.50. 


* In a recent court case a Ply- 
mouth councillor won the right 
to keep his invalidity benefits of 
£70 and claim full allowances 
for attendance at meetings. If 


Home:start — 
grants for ’88 


People being discharged from 
hospitals or residential homes 
will be eligible for grants of 
up to &500 for a single person 
and &750 for a couple when 
the new social fund comes 
into operation. 

A draft guidance manual 
issued by John Major, the so- 
cial security minister, says 
that the grants will help set up 
a home, and will cover fur- 


nishings and household 
equipment. 
The guidelines for local au- 


thority staff give an indication 
of how the changes in the so- 
cial security system will oper- 
ate from April 1988. Local au- 
thorities will be. asked, they 
say, to give details of how 
many people are likely to 
move out of institutional care 
in their areas. This informa- 
tion will be used in allocating 
budgets. 


this is upheld by the DHSS Com- 
missioners it could have more 
far-reaching effects than the 
Government’s intention to alter 
the benefit entitlement.. 


Discrimination 
Bill fails 
Labour MP Bob  Wareing’s 


attempt to introduce  anti- 
discrimination legislation failed 
to get a second reading on 3 
April when Commons members 
objected to it being debated. 
Only one person needs to ob- 
ject to a Private Members Bill 
and it is put down the order of 
debate. It is now tabled to be 
read again on 15 May but stands 
no chance of progressing. 
Brian Lamb 


Few thi 
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Independent tests prove Skoda to be great value, tough 


and reliable, so it’s not surprising we've won our class in the 
RAC Rally 14 times in the last 14 years. 

But Skoda strengths don’t stop there. 

The Estelle Two 120L, for 
example, includes a whole range 
of “standard” benefits that are 
anything but standard. 

For instance, inertia reel ¥ 
seatbelts front and rear, laminated 
windscreen, ICI’s electrophoretic 
priming to ward off corrosion, fold 
down rear seats, comfortable fully reclining 
front seats with head restraints, door to door carpeting, 
twin rear fog lights, a full two year warranty, and halogen 


headlights. 


Discover the dependable Skoda difference by taking a 
test drive at your Motability approved Skoda dealer today. 


THE SKODA RANGE FROM £2699-£3950. PRICES EXCLUDE NUMBER PLATES AND DELIVERY. 
PRICES AND SPECIFICATIONS CORRECT AT TIME OF PUBLICATION. 


Name 


| _Address 


For a free brochure and further information of local dealers, write to:- 
F SKODA (Great Britain) Ltd., 150 Goswell Road, London EC1V 7DS, 
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_ for many people with disabilities 


“Don’t let life and love pass you 


| ee is the slogan of one of Bri- 


tain’s largest dating agencies, but 


it is often difficult to get out and 


_ make friends, let alone find 


_ someone to love. 


_* Now a young man with cere- 


~ bral palsy has decided to make it 


ie 
lah 


t 
f 


id 


easier for someone with a dis- 
_ ability to find the right person — 
by setting up Handidate, a com- 
puterised penfriend and dating 
agency mainly for disabled peo- 
ple. 


_ Conrad Packwood has just 


turned 21, and until recently he 
_~. was looking for a girlfriend. Be- 
> cause he found it difficult to 


cr ines 
ee 


meet people he approached 
Dateline, who sent him a friendly 
but apologetic letter saying they 
could not cater for special needs. 
“J decided then that I would 
set up my own business, to help 
other people in the same posi- 
tion as me,” he said. 
~ Conrad isa computer buff, and 
with the help of his mother and 
Martyn Allen from the Welling- 
ton Centre for disabled people in 


q Ipswich, he set up a compute- 
_. rised system that can match peo- 


+ 


~ 
= 


: 
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" 
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ple up by area, age and hobbies. 


Romance by computer 


The service is open to anyone 
who wants to join, whether they 
are young or old, able-bodied or 
have a physical or mental disabil- 
ity. And it is not just for people 
who want to meet someone of 


_ the opposite sex, stresses Con- 
rad. Anyone who wants to make 


friends can join. 

Full membership for one year 
costs £25, and for that you are 
sent the names and addresses of 
4 people. At the same time your 
name is given to many others, 
who may contact you. For those 
who only want a penfriend the 
charge is £2. — 

When Handidate is officially 
launched on BBC2’s One in Four 
programme this month (12 May, 
4.40pm ) the applications should 
start flooding in. And the more 
names there are on the compu- 
ter the better the chance of mak- 
ing a perfect match. 

As for Conrad, since he met 
Joanne who helps out at the Wel- 
lington Centre, his search may 
be over. 


To join Handidate write for a 
personal details form to the 
Wellington Centre, 52 Chevalier 
Street, Ipswich, Suffolk IP1 2PB. 


East Anglian Daily Times 
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al Rubella Council invited 50 of 
the country’s most influential 
mothers to meet its patron the 
Princess of Wales on 7 April, in 
support of the World Health 
Organisation’s immunisation 
campaign, The Council hopes 
that the guests may be able to 
help convince people of the 
value of immunisation against 
rubella, which, if caught in ear- 
ly pregnancy can result in a 
child who is disabled. Above, 
the Princess of Wales chats with 
radio presenter Annie Nighting- 
ale (left) and actress Linda Bel- 
lingham (centre). 


Handidate offers Conrad 
Packwood (left) not only the 
chance to meet new people him- 
self, and help others to do so, 
but full-time employment too. 
At the moment he is using his 
mobility allowance to get the 
service off the ground, but once 
people start joining up be hopes 
to earn a living from it. 


Dr Maria Hari comes to Britain 


_ Reports on conductive education conferences in Edinburgh and Coventry 


Conductive Education is not a 
cure for cerebral palsy and other 
disabilities because there is no 
cure, said Andrew Sutton, head 
‘of the new Foundation for Con- 
ductive Education in Birming- 
ham. 

He was speaking at a meeting 
held in Coventry last month to 
welcome Dr Maria Hari, director 
of the Peto Institute in Budapest, 
who was on a four day trip to 
Britain. It was the first AGM of 
Rapid Action for Conductive 
Education (RACE). 

Andrew Sutton told some 500 
parents, professionals and peo- 
ple with disabilities about his 
Foundation and its strong train- 


_ .ing links with the Peto Institute. 


- He talked of the benefits of 
Conductive Education for chil- 
dren with various degrees of 
“motor handicap”. 

But he did not believe that it 
would put all cp children on 
their feet. Children with more 
severe handicaps would learn 

-much more slowly, he said, and 
would gain very different be- 
nefits from Conductive Educa- 
tion. (This has been The Spastics 
Society’s experience at its two 
schools, Ingfield Manor and Rut- 
land House. ) 

Dr Hari, after a rapturous wel- 
come, spoke mainly about the 
development of CE in Budapest. 

Two videos were shown. One 
was of a very athetoid little boy 
who learnt to walk quite well, 
but did not cease to be substan- 
tially athetoid, and ended by 


__ going to a special needs school. 


The other showed a pre-school 
group of 4-5 year olds. Again 
they were doing well; but it was 
not clear how handicapped they 


_ had been when they started and 
' many children in the audience _ 
«, oe ‘ <a 2 . 


had greater disabilities. 

During one of the group dis- 
cussions and at the end of the 
meeting The Spastics Society 
came in for some criticism from 
parents for not taking enough ac- 
tionon CE. ~ 

I came away encouraged. 
RACE is a movement which has 
the power to mobilise opinion 
and to raise new money. I hope 
that RACE and The Spastics Soci- 
ety together can find a positive 
way forward. 

But having talked to others at 
the meeting, I fear that a sizeable 
number of parents still have un- 
realistic hopes of what CE can 
achieve. : 

If the Institute in Birmingham 
is unable to offer their child a 
place, many could feel doubly 
rejected. 

Valerie Lang 
Vice-Chairman, 
. The Spastics Society 


Larri 


ul Tiernan 


Dr Maria Hari 


Part of the Second International | 
Study Conference of Child 


- Health last month was devoted: 
_to, special education with 


speeches by Dr Maria Hari, 
director of the Peto Institute in 
Budapest and Andrew Sutton, 
director of the Foundation for 
Conductive Education. 

They spoke to 1500 profes- 
sionals and parents. 

A team presentation is always 
difficult, but it.was remarkable 
that Dr Hari could distil a whole 
philosophy into a half-hour talk 
and subsequent questions. 

The video material had not 
been made professionally nor for 
an international audience; it was 
casework from the Peto Institute 
for their own use and could not 
therefore reflect its total work. 

What came through was that 
Conductive Education is based 
on general and well accepted 
principles of education: an holis- 
tic approach to learning; educa- 
tion that is centred on achieving 
goals; the encouragement of self- 
motivation; emphasis on how 
you learn rather than what you 
learn. 

What didn’t come through 
from the platform was the 
warmth and support that is given 
to. parents and which makes 
them believe so ardently in CE. 

Andrew Sutton clearly under- 
stands the problems of transfer- 
ring CE to Britain: the cultural 
and language differences and the 
apprenticeships model of train- 
ing. 

But despite the differences the 
Birmingham project will try to 
follow the pure Peto philosophy 
under the strict supervision ofan 
English-speaking Hungarian con- 
ductor. 

We wish them every success 
in their first project. 

Douglas Shapland 
Chairman 
The Spastics Society’ 


Women who win. The Nation- 


HEATH ROBINSON 
WOULD HAVE BEEN 


VERY 


DISAPPOINTED 


WITH 


DIGNITY 


NO PULLEYS, NO CHAINS, NO COUNTERWEIGHTS, 
NO HINGES, HYDRAULICS OR DOORS IN THE SIDE. 


The unique design of Heatons’ DIGNITY bath means that 


those who aren't fully able can enjoy the same bath as those who 
are, ending the need to draw upon eccentric bathtub apparatus. 


There’s the usual sloping backrest at one end and an 


integral seat at the other. This important feature, coupled with 
a wheelchair height ledge for easy access and exit, plus a sturdy 
grip and easy operation quarter-turn lever taps and pop-up 


waste, brings a complex problem to an ingenious end. 
It is designed in conjunction with leading occupational 


therapists and major disability associations. Details of Heatons 
dual-purpose Dignity are easily available. Phone Rotherham 


(0709) 549551, or fill in and return the coupon below to: 
HEATONS BATHROOMS LIMITED 


Denby Way, Hellaby, Rotherham, South Yorkshire $66 8HR. 


{ 
I 
| 
\ 


ADDRESS 
POSTCODE 


HENTONS patueoows tic 


EUROWAY INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, DENBY WAY, HELLABY, 
ROTHERHAM, SOUTH YORKSHIRE S66 8HR 
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Disabled 
driver? 
Yugo’s got 

the lot. 


AFFORDABILITY 


Buy Yugo and you can buy new. 
From only £2999} the superbly equipped 


Yugo range is unbeatable value for money. 


RELIABILITY 


Every easy-to-maintain Yugo is covered by 
a 3 year anti-corrosion and 12 months unlimited 
mileage warranty. 


ACCESSIBILITY 


All models have a practical hatchback, wide-opening 
doors and folding rear seats. 


DRIVEABILITY 


Precise rack and pinion steering makes 
Yugo handling easy. 
Controls can be adapted for your disability too. 


MOTABILITY 


Your Motability approved Yugo dealer will tell you 

about the preferential discounts available through 

the scheme. What’s more, he’s willing to handle all 
the paperwork to get you mobile as soon as possible. 


So clip the coupon now for full details 
of Motability, Yugo and you. 


Car illustrated 513GL 
£4098* 


Please send Sh full details of Yugo and the Motability scheme. 


NAME 
ADDRESS 


More & more people 
are getting into 


Yugo 


Send to: Yugo Cars, Zastava (GB) Ltd, Worcester House, Basingstoke Road, Reading, 
Berks RG2 OQB. Tel: (0734) 866921. 


Break 


T W 


'S, one disguised as a policeman, sne 


Devon News Service 


bound for London after breaking out of Dartmoor prison. But Pete 
Sherman (left)-and Andy Killoran, Royal Navy Reserve members 
from Exeter's HMS Pellew, weren’t on the run for long. Their stripes 
must have given them away — they ended up at Wormwood Scrubs. 


Charity fundraisers were out in 
force last month, raising over 
£52,000 for The Spastics Socie- 
ty. The jackpot came on 11 April 
with two big successes. 

While members of the British 
School of Motoring’s High Per- 
formance Club were recovering 
from a 25-hour Endurance Drive 
which netted over £39,000, 
hundreds of ‘convicts’ were pre- 
paring for a mass breakout from 
Dartmoor prison. 

The 163 escapees travelled 
thousands of miles in the allotted 
times of 12 or 24 hours, with 
teams reaching Greece, France 
and America. They raised over 
£13,000 which will be split be- 
tween the Churchtown Farm 
Field Studies Centre and The 
Spastics Society’s West Region. 

One team from Trader Jack’s 
Pub in Plymouth reached Con- 
necticut in New England, while 


another from the Exeter College 
Students’ Union made it to Phi- 
ladelphia. They all flew free to 
New York, courtesy of Virgin 
Airlines. 


out bonanza 


ae... 


Other teams managed to hitch ~ 


to Athens, Portugal, John 
O’Groats and Gretna Green 
within 12 hours. 


Endurance Drive 
The Endurance Drive, which 


took place on public roads and 4 | 


racing tracks in England and 
Scotland, lasted from midday on 
10 April into the early hours of 
the next day. Drivers had to face 
heavy snowfalls and high winds 
on the last leg of the route. 

Among the 32 teams taking 
part was driver Ron Cottrell, 
who has cerebral palsy. He drove 
a shortened route in his automa- 
tic Mini Metro with his father 
Alan Uden as co-driver. 


Transform ’87 
puts transport 
to the test 


Every possible form of transport 
will be put to the test during The 
Spastics Society’s National Week 
in September, on an expedition 
to challenge conventional ideas 
about mobility and disability. 

The 10 disabled members of 
the Transform °87 expedition 
will cross the southern UK by 
canoe, barge, bicycle, bus, sail- 
ing cruiser, skis, hot air balloon, 
glider, train, roller skates, horse- 
back, trams and any other forms 
of transport they can lay hands 
on. 
The expedition, which will 
start from the Churchtown Farm 
Field Studies Centre near Bod- 
min in Cornwall and end at The 
Spastics Society’s headquarters 
in London, is expected to take 9 
days. 


@ Poetry Competition 


Anyone with a sense of humour 
and a flair for writing is invited to 
enter a Humorous Poetry Com- 
petition, organised by tl.e Wales 
Region of The Spastics Society. 
The competition is open to all 
ages and poems in Welsh are 
welcome. First prize is £350, 
second prize £100 and thrid 
prize £50. Winning poems will 
be printed in the Western Mail, 
and the prizes will be presented 
during National Week. Amongst 
the judges will be Dafydd Wigley 
MP, the actor Philip Maddock, 
and Noreen Gray, presenter of 
Wales Today. Write for applica- 
tion forms to The Poetry Com- 
petition, The Spastics Society, 
Wales Region, 382-384 Newport 
Road, Cardiff. There is an entry 
fee of £1, and the closing date is 


RNIB starts raised diagram service 


Blind people are now able to 
order a tactile version of any dia- 
gram they choose from the Royal 
National Institute for the Blind. 

The raised diagrams can be 
anything from street maps to 
biology diagrams for schools. 
They are produced on a Minolta 
machine which can transform a 
carefully drawn ink diagram into 
a tactile copy. 

The new service will be parti- 
cularly useful for people such as 


teachers with visually disabled 
students, and mobility officers 
who want to provide maps for 
blind people. 

Anyone needing a raised dia- 
gram can send an ink drawn mas- 
ter copy to RNIB’s Copying Ser- 
vice for Raised Diagrams, Braille 
House, Goswell Road, London 
EC1. Instruction manual and 
subscription for the service is 
£3, and the cost of each A4 copy 
is 6Op. 
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Election special: 


your guide to 


the party policies 


With a general election in the offing next month, 
Disability Now has carried out an exclusive 
questionnaire of the 3 main political parties. Their 
response to some of the most pressing issues in the 
disability world are laid out on the right. 

We wrote to the disability spokesperson of each 
party —John Major MP, Minister of State for Social 
Security and the Disabled, the Rt Hon Alf Morris MP, 
shadow minister for the Disabled, and Elizabeth 
Shields MP, SDP/Liberal Alliance disability 
spokesperson — and asked them to answer each 
question with yes or noas far as possible. If further 
explanation was necessary we asked them to keep 
this under 50 words. Their responses have been 
arranged side by side for easy comparison. 


f 


ANNOUNCING THE 


ravel Chair 


From Wheelchair to Car 
without leaving 


your Seat... 


Do you find the transfer from 
wheelchair to car seata 
problem? If so, itcan be 
overcome with the New 
Travel Chair from 
MarketAbility. This combined 
wheelchair/car seat transfers 


two-door cars and back 
without you leaving your 
seat, and with a minimum of 
effort. And you sit in the lap 
of comfort whether at home 
or on the road. 


If you want to know more, send the coupon to: 
MarketAbility, Units 3 & 4 Cownhayne Lane, 
Colyton, Devon EX13 6HA 


Yes, please send information about the new Travel Chair 
Name: 
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_ Car: Make. .......... model.............year. -.....n0. of doors.. .... 


MarketAbllity’ — /eader in Mobility Engineering gn 
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John Major 


[1] We have been encouraging de- 
velopment of practical measures to 
assist the integration of disabled 
people rather than use legislation 
which will set disabled people apart. 


Our long-term aim is to provide a 
coherent system of cash benefits for 
disabled people. Progress has been 
made, but further progress is being 
hampered by lack of information. 
We have set in hand a survey of dis- 
abled children and adults which, 
when it reports next year, will pro- 
vide the basis for a comprehensive 
review of benefits. 


[2] Yes, and we are pledged to make 
an urgent start. Benefits under the 
scheme will accord with the degree 
of disability and will be payable, 
whether or not the claimant is work- 
ing, up to the present 100 per cent 
rate of the industrial disablement 
pension. 


[1] Yes. The SDP/Liberal Alliance 
will introduce a Bill of Rights en- 
forced by a Human Rights Commis- 
sion, to protect individual and 
minority rights. 


[2] Our aim is to provide better in- 
comes for people with disabilities. 
Over two years we will raise all the - 
disability premiums in the income 
support scheme by £3.50 per week. 
We will also restore entitlement to 
the Industrial Injuries Scheme. 


We are committed to im- 
plementing the Act in full when the 
necessary resources become avail- 
able. Some sections of the Act are 
already in force. 


Yes. As I have made clear in the 
House of Commons, we are commit- 
ted to full implementation of the 
Act as an urgent priority. 


Yes. As soon as we are in power. 
It is a disgrace that sections 5 and 6 
have not been implemented. 


Our continuing aim is to broaden 
the range of work opportunities 
available for disabled people. Flex- 
ibility is vital and whilst statutory 
provision already exists, we do not 
believe that the best way of securing 
the goodwill and co-operation of 
employers is by imposing greater 
legislative burdens on them. 


Yes. We shall enforce the quota 
scheme; improve the Disablement 
Resettlement Service; give em- 
ployers more capital grants to adapt 
work premises; and improve special 
employment measures such as the 
Job Introduction Scheme, to prom- 
ote employment and training for dis- 
abled people. Improving job oppor- 
tunities for people with disabilities 
will be a priority within our prog- 
ramme to cut unemployment by one 
million in our first two years. 


Yes — hence the Bill of Rights. 


[5] Local authorities already have a 
duty to provide full-time secondary 
education up to the age 19. The Gov- 
ernment is keen to encourage adult 
education and continuing educa- 
tion, but provision for adult over-19 
education is a matter for the discre- 
tion of individual local education au- 
thorities. 


Yes. We are fully committed to 
establishing a legal basis for post- 
school education, taking special 
account of the needs of people with 
disabilities. Our recent statement 
“New Skills for Britain” spells out 
our commitments. 


Yes. We in the Alliance believe 
that that age is arbitrary and we aim 
to extend entitlement and ensure 
that continuing education is avail- 
able to all people with disabilities. 


[6] Yes. Unambiguous standards of 
care in the maternity and neonatal 
services are set out in the three re- 
ports of the Maternity Services 
Advisory Committee which health 
authorities have been asked to act 
upon. 


[6] Yes. 


[6] Yes. 


We agree that some form of tran- 
sitional funding is necessary to en- 
sure that community services are 
available for people moving from 
long-stay hospitals — but central 
funding is not the only way to pro- 
vide this. Joint finance can be used 
for this purpose and most regional 
health authorities have developed 
their own bridging funds to assist 
the service transition. We are look- 
ing, with the local authorities, at 
ways of assessing the costs involved 
in developing community care ser- 
vices and the place of bridging 
finance. 


Yes. It was the last Labour Gov- 
ernment that initiated joint financ- 
ing for the purpose of promoting 
community care. We shall spend in 
proportion to need to transform 
what now passes for “community 
care” into a humane reality. 


Not necessarily. We would not 
shift people from residential to com- 
munity care until the extra human 
resources and support services were 
made available. 


We believe that disabled people 
should, wherever possible, live in 
the community rather than in long- 
term institutions. Care in the com- 
munity involves a range of services 
provided by the private, voluntary 
and public sectors. Our care in the 
community initiative aims to en- 
courage the provision of resources 
so that long-stay patients can leave 
hospital. 


Yes, see above. 


Local councils will be required to 
liaise with all caring agencies — the 
NHS, voluntary groups, DHSS — to 
guarantee specific items of support, 
eg day care centres, minimum trans- 
port service, sitting service to re- 
lieve carers. Extra financial help to 
come via a carers’ benefit. 


[9] This Government has treated the 
needs of disabled people as a prior- 
ity. Since 1978, spending on the per- 
sonal Social Services has increased 
by 20 per cent in real terms, and the 
real value of grants given to volun- 
tary organisations has more than 
doubled. But, the recital of these 
figures does not mean that we be- 
lieve everything has been done that 
needs to be done. We want to give 
disabled people increased econo- 
mic power — to choose and to use 
the services they want — on an equal 
footing with other people in the 
community. Our proposal for a spe- 
cial disability premium in the new 
Income Support scheme will do just 
that. 


[9] By strengthening joint financing 
and making adequate funds available 
to local authorities to carry out in 
full their legal obligations to dis- 
abled people and their families 
under legislation pioneered by 
Labour MPs. 


[9] We will fund them from our im- 
mediate economic programme pub- 
lished in the SDP/Liberal Alliance 
1987 budget. We will create 60,000 
new health and social services jobs 
over 3 year. 
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I started my work 30 years ago. I 
was 22. 

I come from a very wealthy 
family. My father was a landlord, 

-a business man, and he wanted 

me to be a business man too. But 
when I was working for my MA 
in economics at the American 
University in Beirut, he died. 

Though I was successful at the 
university, my life was limited. I 
wanted to work for man, for peo- 
ple who are suffering, and at that 
time I started a small catering 
school, originally for 2 girls from 
broken families. I learnt a lot 
from that. 

Later, I had two applicants but 
I could not take them into the 
catering school because they 
were physically impaired; our 


facilities were not accessible. It” 


was the first time I had encoun- 
tered this situation. But I found 
these people had normal hands, 
normal eyes; they were capable 
of earning a living. 

I come from a Third World 
country with poor means, with- 
out a social consciousness, with- 
out any social security scheme. 
Nothing at all existed, so if I 
wanted to do something for 
these girls I had to rely on the 
people around me. I said, why 
don’t we find a way to use their 
abilities through work and the 
profits realised could be used to 
help others? 

So in 1958 I created an indust- 
rial unit called Al-Kafaat, which 
means capabilities. It specialised 
in making leather goods. I had 3 
people and we started together. I 
was the administrator, looking 
after quality control. I used to 
take the bags to small tourist 
shops in the city. 

MW: What did your family think 
of all this? 

NS: They were laughing at the 
time at the whole thing. But after 
2 years we started making some 
profit. By 1975 when we had to 
close because the war began, we 
had 140 workers and our pro- 
ducts were known all over 
Europe. Our bags were selling in 
Oxford Street. 

Those profits helped us to pro- 
vide the educational, paramedic- 
al and vocational facilities of Al- 
Kafaat. 

Now we have 4 centres and 13 
projects helping around 1,000 
people, and a team of about 160 


o 


E88 RIFTON YOUTH ACTIVITY CHAIR 
The same chair for 5 year old to small adult 


’ Rifton 


EQUIPMENT FOR THE HANDICAPPED 
Fully illustrated CATALOGUE available free 
Robertsbridge, E. Sussex TN32 5DR — phone 0580 880626 


| Nadeem Shwayri at an Inter- 
national Cerebral Palsy Soctety 
conference in Cambridge. 


co-workers — doctors, therapists, 
sisters, teachers, trainers, 
psychologists. Some of them 
have trained in Europe and then 
returned to train others. We 
have no volunteers. Well, I could 
say that the work provided by 
myself and my wife is voluntary. 

To give you an idea: our brace 
shop provides prostheses at cost. 
So far we have treated 6,000 peo- 
ple in a country of 3 million peo- 
ple, and we have trained 22 tech- 
nicians for Lebanon and the 
Third World. 

We have an integrated school 
for physically impaired and 
socially disadvantaged children, 
a school for deaf and hard of 
hearing children and a cerebral 
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Peace mission in 


Nadeem Shwayri’s pioneering work with disabled 


Beirut 


Beirut, Associated Press/Shwayri, Leslie Gardner 
: — - 
a 


people in Beirut has been devastated by the violence 
— one centre has been bombed 14 times. But he has 
kept going, his centres a witness to the power of 
reconciliation in a conflict that was not of Lebanon’s 
making. He talked to Mary Wilkinson during a visit to 


the UK in late March. 


palsy centre. We also have a 
school for mentally retarded 
children. 

We have considerable voca- 
tional and technical training faci- 
lities for people who will later 
enter the labour market, and 
those who are severely or multi- 
ply handicapped receive special 
training for sheltered employ- 
ment. 

We were building a village for 


“We don’t have a 

civil war... we are the 
weak witnesses of a 
war imposed on us” 


mentally retarded people on the 
lines of Botton Village in York- 
shire, but it was destroyed. 

Two months ago we started a 
new project: a large bakery, 


patisserie and dairy, and now I: 


am planning a technical and 
vocational training centre for 
1500 people. 

Our doors are wide open to 
anyone who comes to us — any- 
one with a disability and whom 


we can help — without any poli- _ 


tical or religious preference. 
Lebanon is made up of 16 reli- 
gious communities and we have 
practically all the the communi- 
ties among us. 

MW: Has there been pressure for 


you to take only certain religions . 


in some areas? 

NS: Not at all. In certain areas we 
couldn’t work at full speed be- 
cause the area was under war, 
but everybody appreciates our 
work. We are for everybody. And 
as such we are a way of recon- 
ciliation — that’s what we would 
like to do, not just give social ser- 
vices but give unity. 

Al-Kafaat is funded by a charit- 
able trust to which I devoted 
part of the property of my father, 
worth £2 million, so we don’t 
have to worry about rent be- 
cause our properties belong to 
the trust. 

The Lebanese government 
pays a fee for students or trainees 
in residential care, but this has 
been of little value since the big 
depreciation of the Lebanese 
currency — by over 3000 per 


cent in 4 years. 

Funding also comes to us 
through a UK charity, the Bible 
Lands Society. They help around 
6,000 disabled children in the 
countries of the Bible lands and 
through their child sponsorship 
scheme they give us &72 per 
year per child. 

The Bible Lands Society sends 
away all the money it gets from 
subscribers without any deduc- 
tion. We owe a lot to the Society. 
It has helped us set up pilot 
schemes which could be demon- 
stration torches in quality and 
conception (Al-Kafaat has won 
several international awards). 
MW: What effect has the civil 
war had on your work? 

NS: It has been devastating, be- 
cause being interdenomination- 
al and a-political we have chosen 
sites accessible to all, which 
means close to green (demarca- 
tion) lines. Our main centre on 


_the West (Muslim) side was hit 


14 times. 

I don’t like to speak about poli- 
tics, I am not here for that. But 
we don’t have a civil war. Leba- 
non is a united country, substan- 
tially Muslim, but one people. 

Weare the weak witnesses ofa 
war imposed on us by regional 
and international forces. It is the 
work of others on our land, you 
see. We don’t even have the right 


“Certain powers do 
not want Christians 
and Muslims to live 
together ... our model 
could solve the 
Palestinian problem” 


to say anything. So we don’t have 
Muslim areas. We have lines 
drawn by the warring factions. 

One day, and I hope it will 
come soon, these warring fac- 
tions will move somewhere else 
to make their war. 

In our centres you can see 
children with Muslim and 
Christian names together, hand 
in hand. The same with our staff. 

I met 2 ex-servicemen, a para- 
plegic in a wheelchair being 


pushed by an amputee. They 


Se ee 


were from different warring fac: 


tions. One man said, “Sir, we had 
to pay so dear with our bodies to 
understand that we are real 
brothers in life and that violence 
doesn’t solve anything.” + 

MW: Who do you blame most — 
the Palestinians, the Syrians? 

NS: The Palestinians are also vic- 
tims, people who have been 
ejected from their lands. What- 
ever they do, they have a just 


A 


cause. I have visited camps: I _ 


know the social side of it. What 
do you expect when 5 million 


people are thrown out of their 


lands and living in despair? This 
is the core of the problem. 
Certain powers do not want 
‘Christians and Muslims to live 
together. In my country we are a 


good example of co-existence — - 


for over 700 years. Our model 
could solve the Palestinian issue. 
I am a social worker, I have 
nothing to do with politics. But 
there should be a just solution to 
this situation. 
MW: Has the arrival of the Sy- 
rians made Your work easier? 


NS: Let us hope, let us hope. In- 


our work of rehabilitation I have 
learnt one thing, never to de- 
spair of any situation. 

MW: If there was peace, would 
you hope to have some post 
which could further your work? 


NS: Whatever I can dol willdo.I . 


have clear cut ideas about what I 
would like to establish in my 
country: .social justice, social 
security, an even distribution of 
wealth and income, the right to 
discuss policy, social facilities 
for the deprived, the poor, the 
handicapped, the elderly. 

This is my big cause and I have 
bequeathed my life and every- 
thing belonging to me to serve 
this cause. So if lam ever givena 
chance to fulfil more, I would 
not say no. ? 

But I am a missionary man; I 
try to live Christ in action. My 
party is the poor, the person who 
needs help. I don’t rely on ma- 
jorities or minorities. 

MW: You built a church in 
Beirut, didn’t you? 

NS: An interdenominational one, 
where Muslim Shiites and 
clergymen of different de- 
nominations came and worship- 
ped. You cannot get there now 
because of the-war. 

MW: In 1985 you wrote a letter 
to Nabih Berri, leader of the 
Shi’ite militia, Amal, which was 
published, in which you 
threatened not to rebu‘ld your 
main centre after it had een de- 
vastated for the 13th time, by 
Amal supporters. Have you re- 
built it? 

NS: I haven’t been able to reach 
there again. I threatened that I 
wouldn’t go back, but it was a 
way of speaking. I am going back 
with the first people to get there. 

The worst time the centre was 
affected was in 1982 when the 
Israelis invaded. We had phos- 
phorus bombs over the centre 
and the aluminium melted be- 
cause of the high temperature. 

I knew from the radio that at 
10 o'clock the Israelis had 
moved out of the area. It took me 
15 minutes to get to the first road 
block and the soldier didn’t want 
me to go down because the road 
was still mined. 

I met a soldier whose brother 


was one of my students andItold . 


him, “Take me down. I want to 
be the first there.” 

I did the same thing on the 

14th time, and the 100th time I 
will do it if I can get there. 
MW: Are you in danger of being 
killed accidentally, deliberately? 
NS: Oh yes, both. Well, what 
does it mean, a bodily life? What 
is important is what you stand 
for. 

So many times I have faced 
death. I would prefer to die at 52 
having had an active full life than 
live to 70 empty and idle. 
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_Naidex, the National Aids for Disabled People Ex- 
hibition, will have its northern showing at the G-Mex 
Centre in Manchester on 27, 28 and 29 May. In this 
4-page pull-out we list the companies and organisa- 


~ 


Pom 


tions that will be exhibiting, to help you make the 
_most of your time there. If you can’t get to the exhibi- 


tion, the names and addresses may still be useful. 


W & F Barrett, 22 Emery Road, 

Brislington Trading Estate, Bristol. 
_ Tel: (0272) 779016. Stand 63 

British Association of Wheel- 


chair Distributors, c/o Ashley 
Mobility, Hay Road, Hay Mills, Birm- 
ingham B25 8HY Tel: 021-772 5364. 
The Association, representing over 
40 UK powerchair distributors aims 
to promote the interests of disabled 
‘people and provide corporate re- 
sponsibility to the public according 
to a published code of practice. 
Stand 134 

Bromakin Ltd, 6 Seward Street, 
Loughborough, Leics LE11 3BU. Tel: 
(0509) 217569. Stands 269 & 274 
Carters (J & A) Ltd, Alfred Street, 
Westbury, Wilts BA13 3DZ. Tel: 
(0373 ) 822203. On show will be the 
compact Cruiser powered wheel- 
chair, which is suitable for indoors 
and outdoors and comes with a 


kerb-climbing device. Stands 127- 


128 & 183-184 

DHSS, Room 107, Block 1, Govern- 
ment Buildings, Warbreck Hill Road, 
Blackpool FY2 OUZ. Stands 50-54 
DMA Rehabilitation, Litchard In- 
dustrial Estate, Bridgend, Mid Gla- 
morgan. Tel: (0656) 57495. Stands 
299 & 300 

Mobility Aid Centre, 88 South 


_ Street,, Stanground, Peterborough 


PE2 8EZ. Tel: (0733) 44930. Stand 
58 

Mobility 2000 (Telford) Ltd, Tel- 
ford Industrial Centre, Stafford Park 
4, Telford, Shropshire TF3 3BA. Tel: 
(0952) 610329. The Mobility 2000 
wheelchair is an indoor/outdoor po- 
wered chair that can climb steps—or 
whole flights of stairs. It can raise 
and lower to reach worktops, snook- 
er tables etc. Stands 328 & 331 
Newton Products, Meadway 
‘Works, Garratts Green Lane, Birm- 
ingham B33 OSQ. Tel; 021-783 6081. 
Stands 105 & 166 

NV Distributors, Soothouse Spring, 
Valley Road Industrial Estate, St 
Albans, Herts. Tel:(0727) 34255. 
Stands 364 & 365 

Remploy — Wheelchair Division, 
Jubilee Industrial Estate, Ashington, 
Northumberland NE63 8UE. 
Tel:(0670) 854343. The company 


Tel:(0670) 854343. The company 
will be introducing the Stowaway, a 
simple, occasional use wheelchair 
for elderly users. It is light and easy 
to carry and can be folded for stor- 
age. Stands 69-70, 125 & 126 
Samson Products (Dorset) Ltd, 
239 Alder Road, Parkstone, Poole, 
Dorset BH12 4AP. Tel:(0202) 
734171. The company will be show- 
ing the new Samson Transichair, 
which can pick up a person at floor 
level or three seated positions and 
raise them to dining or worktop 
heigh. Also on show will be chil- 
dren’s BMX style manual wheel- 
chairs and 3000FS, a_ multi- 
adjustable wheelchair from Fortress 
Scientific of Canada. Stands 151, 152 
& 153 

Gerald Simonds Wheelchairs, 9 
March Place, Gatehouse Way, Ayles- 
bury, Bucks HP19 3UG. Tel:(0296) 
436557. Introducing the Swede 


Comfort, a fully upholstered indoor 
wheelchair designed for maximum 
comfort. Also showing the Kuschall 
Competition, a light, manoeuvrable 
basketball chair. Stands 79 & 80, 
115& 116 


Batricar Ltd, Griffin Mill, Thrupp, 


Stroud, Glos GL5 2AZ. Tel:.(0453) 
882243. Visitors can test the 4- 
wheeled Deluxe which climbs kerbs 
and hills up to 1 in 4. Also on show 
will be a range of 3-wheeled vehicles 
for indoors and outdoors. Stands 
185 & 186, 241 & 242 

Booster Electric Vehicles, Bridge 
Works, Woodhead Road, Honley, 
Huddersfield HD7 2PW. Tel: (0484) 
666300. The Booster Town and 
Country scooter will be on show — 
newly re-styled with a moulded 
body and lots of handy features. Also 
introducing Junior, a new electric 
tricycle for children. Stand 368 
Chair Up Ltd, Building 75, Bourne- 
mouth Airport, Christchurch, 
Dorset. Tel: (0202) 579737. Stand 
157 

Everaids Ltd, 38 Clifton Road, Cam- 
bridge CB1 42T. Tel: (0223) 
243336. Everaids will be displaying 
the Turbo, a versatile powered vehi- 
cle designed to give children inde- 
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pendence and confidence. It is sim- 
ple to drive and does not look like a 
wheelchair. Stand 181 
Everest and Jennings Ltd, Prince- 
wood Road, Earlstree Industrial 
Estate, Corby, Northants. NN14 2HS. 
Tel: (0536) 67661. Six new pro- 
ducts will be introduced at the ex- 
hibition including two new power- 
chairs in the Elite range and a seating 
system for children. Also on show 
will be the popular Buggie, Wayfarer 
and Runaround. Stands 257 & 286 
eS SSG cae z 


Claire Winbush, who has cp, on 
an Everaids Turbo. 


Ortho-Kinetics (UK) Ltd, Gaffney 
House, 190 Commercial Road, Tot- 
ton, Southampton S04 3ZZ. Tel: 
(0703) 866323. Stands 95, 100 & 
101 

Raymar, PO Box 16, Henley-on- 
Thames, Oxon RG9 ILL. Tel: (0491) 
578446. Stand 62 

Robinsons of York, 13 Collier 
Gate, York. Tel: (0904) 87462. 
Stand 162 


he G-Mex Centre, Manchester, where Northern Naidex will be held this spring. 


Vessa Ltd, Paper Mill Lane, Alton, 
Hants GU34 2PY. Tel: (0420) 
83294. Vessa will be demonstrating 
its full range of battery-powered 
scooters and cars, as well as special- 
ised powerchairs with several new 
improvements. Visitors can test 
drive the powerful electric scooter, 
the Vessa Ventura. Stands 317 G 342 


British Gas — North Western, Wel- 
man House, Altrincham, Cheshire 
WAI15 8AE. Tel: 061-928 6311. 
Stands 135 & 136 

Fast Systems Ltd, 54D. Friday 


Street, Henley-on-Thames, Oxon 
RGO 1AH. Tel: (0491) 572374. 
Stand 83 

William Freeman & Co Ltd, Sub- 
aseal .Works, Staincross, Barnsley 
S75 ODH. Tel: (0226) 284081. Pro- 
ducts on show will include cups and 
beakers, and dishes which can be 
filled with hot water to keep meals 
warm. Also hot water bottles, food 
muffs, urinals and bedpans. Stand 
198 

Goldene Designs, 7c Moss Lane, 
Whitefield, Manchester M25 7QE. 
Tel: 061-796 9367. Goldene will dis- 
play the Helping Hand Trolley, 
which also acts as a walking frame 
and “eat-off’ table, and the Lap Tray, 
which molds to the lap to keep a 
firm, level surface. Stand 45 


Please note... 
The categories in this listing are 
meant only as a general guide to 


help people find what they want. 
Many manufacturers produce 
equipment other than that of 
their category. 
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How to get there... 
Road: The G-Mex Centre is in 
the heart of Manchester, with 
easy access from the M6 North 
and South and the M62 East and 
West. Drivers should follow 
signs to the Undercroft Car 
Park, beneath the centre. A dis- 
abled drivers area in the Under- 
croft is signposted, and staff 
will be available to assist if 
necessary. There is a lift to the 
exhibition entrance on the 
ground level. There will be 150 
free carpark spaces per day for 
disabled drivers displaying the 
orange badge. Free passes can 
be collected on a first come first 
served basis from the registra- 
tion desk in the foyer of the Ex- 
hibition Hall. 

Rail: The mainline terminal in 
Manchester is Picaddilly Sta- 
tion which is full accessible. A 
special rate for rail travel from 
anywhere in the UK to the ex- 
hibition is available — details 
from Expotel Special Reserva- 
tions Desk, St James’ House, 
Wellington Road North, Stock- 
port, Cheshire. Tel: 061-431 
i a 0 


EXHIBITION TIMES 
Wed 27 May — 10am to 5.15pm 
Thurs 28 May —10am to 5.15pm 


Fri 29 May — 10am to 6.30pm 


The Helping Hand Company, St 
Catherine Street, Gloucester GLI 
2SL. Tel: (0452) 500200. The com- 
pany will be showing updated Help- 
ing Hand designs, with improved 
grip, a stronger magnet and a trigger 
design which allows the unit to be 
hung from a walking frame or chair. 
Also on display — an antique forerun- 
ner of the Helping Hand! Stand 64 
Homecraft Supplies Ltd, 27 Trin- 
ity Road, London SW 17 7SP. Tel: 01- 
672 7070. Stands 175-177 
Kord-Lite Ltd, Foxwood Road, 
Sheepbridge Industrial Estate, Ches- 
terfield S41 ORF. Tel: (0246) 
450228. This unique invention ends 
the frustration of trying to find the 
light switch cord in the dark. It fits 
on the end of the cord and flashes a 
guiding light every second. Also 
available with a red flashing light for 
an emergency call cord. Stand 405 
Leo’s Contract Flooring Ltd, 395 
Preston Old Road, Cherry Tree, 
Blackburn BB2 5LN. Tel: (0254) 
22292/3. Stand 7 

Albert Marston & Co Ltd, Welling- 
ton Works, Planetary Road, Wil- 
lenhall, W Midlands WV13 3ST. Tel: 
(0902) 305511. New to the range of 
hardware is the Reliable-arm-hinged 
support arm, which fits beside the 
toilet or across the bath and is se- 
cure in both horizontal and vertical 
positions. Stand 33 

Mycoal Warm Packs Ltd, PO Box 
43, London SW10 9BZ. Tel: 01-352 
4056. Mycoal will be exhibiting 
their hand, foot and body warmer 
packs. Stand 19 

Ollerton Hall Decor, Ollerton, 
Knutsford, Cheshire. Tel: (0565) 
2740. Stand 234 

Rolac Ltd, Enterprise Centre Two, 
Brinksway, Chester Street, Stock- 
port, G Manchester. Tel: 061-429 
8477. Stands 16 & 17 


Nesbit Evans & Co Ltd, Unit 8, 
Woodsbank Trading Estate, Woden 
Road West, Wednesbury, W Mid- 
lands WS10 7BL. Tel: 021-556 1511. 
On display will be an Electric Home 
Care Bed, designed to support you 
while sleeping or sitting up to read 
or watch TV. The backrest rises to 
any angle at the touch of a button. 
Stand 158 

Peter Evans Associates, Golf 
Course Road, North Road, Bath BA2 
OJG. Tel: (0225) 63626. A new mod- 
el of the Repose Rocking Bed will be 
on show, designed to assist brea- 
thing during sleep with a rocking 
motion. For use on the ward and at 
home. Stand 389 

Sidhil Hospital Furniture, Booth- 
town, Halifax, W Yorks HX3 ONT. 
Tel: (0422) 63447. Stands 188 & 
189 

Theraflex Ltd, Whaplode House, 
Stockwell Gate, Whaplode, Spalding. 
Tel: (0406) 24000. Stand 192 
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B-Line Industries, Beech Holme, 
Beverley Road, Hull, N Humberside. 
Tel: (0482) 42296. B-Line will be in- 
troducing their new Kingston Range 
of furniture, with designs that take 
into account shape, fabric and col- 
our combinations. A new nursing 
chair, designed by obstetricians to 
give relief to women who have had 
episiotomies, will also be exhibited. 
Stands 230 & 231 

J Cinnamon (Cintique) Ltd, 
Andrews Road, Cambridge Heath, 
London E8 4RN. Tel: 01-254 1262. 
On show will be the modern-styled 
Anthos and the classic Delphi seats 
for those with back and general 
mobility problems. Available in 
three seat heights and two back 


lengths: Also showing the softer, 
high-seated Germander range. 
Stands 137 & 174 

Jenx Ltd, 72 Hoyland Road, 
Sheffield S3 8AB. Tel: (0742) 
756312. Stands 155 & 156 

Kirton Designs, Bungay Road, 
Hempnall, Norwich, Norfolk NR15 
2NG. Tel: .(050842) 8411. Kirton 
are specialists in seating for pro- 
foundly disabled and frail elderly 
people. Stands 148, 149 & 163 
Parker Care, PO Box 22, Frogmoor, 
High Wycombe, Bucks HP13 5D)J. 
Tel: (0494) 21144. New from Parker 
Care is the Flemming Chair, de- 
signed for general use in nursing 
homes and hospitals. It has an adjust- 
able back, which reclines for naps, 
and the option of a split removable 
back to allow patients to be adjusted 
easily. Stands 199 & 228 
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The Controller armchair from 
the Spa collection. 


Make a date to join us at 


northern — 
nudex87/ 


Aids for the Disabled and Elderly Exhibition 


G Mex, Manchester, England, 27, 28, 29 May 1987 


Further details now available from: 
Naidex Conventions Limited 
90, Calverley Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN1 2UN, England 
Rlephone: 0892 44027. Telex: 95604 MEPNCL. Fax: 0892 41023 


Aids for daily living m Associations  Bathroom/Toilet 
Jurnishings @ Body supports @ Chairs = Childrens furniture 
= Communications @ Handicrafis/Toys @ Kitchen equipment 
= Leisure w Mobility aids = Nursing home/rest home 
equipment @ Physiotherapy/exercise aids « Publications = 
Rehabilitation equipment/aids a Stair lifts and hoists w Vehicles 
and adaptions = Wheelchairs = Information and services 
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Free admission-free catalogue 


The Powell Seat Co Ltd, 70 Lodge 
Lane, Derby DE1 3HB. Tel: (0332) 
47757. The Powell range of chairs 
and seats includes high seat chairs, 
spring-operated lifting chairs and 
electric lifting chairs. Stand 65 

The SPA Collection, Stowaway 
Furniture and Design Co Ltd, 29 
Midland Road, Bedford, MK40 1PL. 
Tel: (0234) 45078. Controller 
chairs, a new range of armchairs for 
disabled people, will be introduced 
at Northern Naidex. These 
armchairs allow the angle of the seat 
and back to be adjusted. Stands 210 
6211, 2166217 

AJ Way & Co Ltd, Riverlock House, 
Spring Gardens Road, High 
Wycombe, Bucks HP13 7AG. Tel: 
(0494) 27507. The company will be 
showing its range of high seat, riser, 
back-care and commode chairs, 
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including the Generation chair with | 
adjustable seat height and angle, } 
and the | 


backrake and neckroll, 


Droopsnoot for those who experi- 
ence backpain when working at a 
desk. Stand 229 


Adept, Unit 20, Ist Avenue, Pens- 
nett Estate, Kingswinford, W Mid- 
lands DY6 7PP. Tel: (0384) 287260. 


Adept products include shower un- | 


its in a variety of sizes and designs, 
grab and safety rails, bath seats etc. 
Stand 29 

Aidserve Ltd, Unit 106, Bradley 
Hall Trading Estate, Standish, Wigan 
WN6 OXQ. Tel: (0257 ) 425538. Aid- 
serve, who also make trolleys and 
perching walkers, will be showing a 
range of bathing and toilet aids, such 
as shower/sani chairs. Stands 371 G 
372 

Autumn Mobility, PO Box 18, Old- 
ham, Lancs OL8 1XS. Tel: 061-652 
5492. Stand 14 

Balsan 3 (Southern), 11 Hazel- 


dene Court, Valley Road, Kenley, ; 


Surrey CR2 5DJ. Tel: 01-645 0759. 
Stand 24 : 
Cefndy Enterprises, Cefndy Road, 
Rhyl, Clwyd, Wales LL18 2HG. Tei: 
(0745) 31877. Stand 407 
Chiltern Medical Developments 
Ltd, Chiltern House, Wedgewood 
Road, Bicester, Oxon OX6 7UL. Tel: 
(0869) 246470. Stands 373-374 
401-402 te 
Clos-O-Mat, 2 Brooklands Road, 
Sale, Cheshire M33 3SS. Tel: 061-973 
6262. The company will be showing 
the Luxaire, a body-dryer that 


directs warm air all over the body, 
restoring privacy for people who ~ 
normally need help. Stand 187 


Portascreen 
showerguard from] W Swain. 


be Invadex 


Hampshire Medical Develop- 
ments Ltd, Apollo House, 34 
Church Road, Romsey, Hants S05 
8EY. Tel: (0794) 523455. Stands 
123 & 124 


Health & Comfort Ltd, PO Box 15, | 


Westbury, Wilts BA13 41S. Tel: 
(0373 ) 822394. Stands 327 & 332 

Housecrown Ltd, Unit 21, The 
Vicarage, Mountheath, George 
Street, Prestwich, Manchester M25 
SWD. Tel: 061-773 2181. Stand 154 
J W Swain (Plastics) Ltd, Byron 


‘Street, Buxton, Derbys SK17 OLY. 


Tel: (0298) 2365. J W Swain have 
recently developed the Invadex Por- 
tascreen Shower-guard, which pro- 
tects a carer from getting wet while 
helping a disabled person shower. It 
can be easily carried and folded to 
store away. Stand 68 

J & I Services Ltd, 31 Queens Road, 
Watford, Herts. Tel: (0895 ) 633972. 
Stand 146 

Medic-Bath Ltd, Ashfield Works, 
Hulme Hall Lane, Manchester M10 
8AZ. Tel: 061-205 7495. Medicbath 
units, the Medic-Shower Bath, a 
combination bath and shower unit, 
and the Mermaid, designed for self- 
bathing by disabled people, will all 
be exhibited. Stands 55 & 56 
Parker Bath Developments Ltd, 
Queensway, Stem Lane Industrial 
Estate, New Milton, Hampshire 
BH25 5NN. Tel: (0425 ) 617598. De- 
monstrations of the company’s 
range of bathtime products, such as 
the Parker Transfer/Commode Chair 
and the New Oxford and Isis Hoists, 
will be given at the stand. Stands 
259 & 260 

Southern Sanitary Specialists, 
Cerdic House, West Portway, 
Andover, Hants SP10 3LF. Tel: 


(0264) 24131. The company will 
exhibit a new range of seats, stretch- 
ers and trolleys for the shower and 
bathroom, with stainless steel grab 
bars and safety rails. All in colour co- 


a 


——"- ee 


"87 naidex ’87 naidex ’87 naidex ’87 naidex 87 


: ordinated concepts for the home, 
nursing homes and hospitals. Stand 
a9 
Victor Hoists, The Willows, Win- 
_ cham, Nr Northwich, Cheshire. Tel: 
(056589 ) 3860. Stands 34 & 35 
Westholme Ltd, Westholme 
House, Westholme Road, Hopwood 
Lane, Halifax HX1 4ER. Tel: (0422) 
66180. The company offers a full 
service, from advice to final installa- 
tion on a range of specialised bath 
_ and shower equipment. Stand 398 


_Design Marketing Ltd, London 
House, London Street, Andover, 
_ Hants SP10 2QX. Tel: (0264) 58036. 
On show will be the FoldaFrame, a 
_ lightweight walking frame that folds 
away when not in use, and fits easily 
into a car. The Wheelchair Mini- 
Gym will also be exhibited. Stand 
104 
Joncare (Meadjess Ltd), Radley 
Road Industrial Estate, Abingdon, 
Oxon. Tel: (0235) 28120. Stands 
140& 171 
Uniscan Ltd, 12 Samson House, 
Arterial Road, Laindon, Basildon, 
Essex SS15 6DR. Tel: (0268) 
- 419288. Uniscan will exhibit a range 
of walking frames including the A- 
Frame, which has wheels on the 
front legs and a shopping basket and 
the Glider which has wheels on all 4 
legs and an automatic braking sys- 
tem. Stands 271 & 272 


ACS Medical Ltd, Kestrel House, 
Garth Road, Morden, Surrey SM4 
; 4LP. Tel: 01-330 4333. The company 
will be showing their new Absorb 
_ Plus Sheet, which has a waterproof 
_ barrier, plaid bibs and Super Absorb 
_ Plus diapers, briefs and inserts. Also 
introducing a new super-washable 
fleece. Stand 49 
Bard Ltd, Pennywell Industrial 
Estate, Sunderland SR4 9EW. Tel: 
091-534 3131. Bard will be showing 
the Uriplan range of incontinence 
products, but will also have a nurse 
counsellor on the stand to discuss 
_ your views or complaints. She is also 
available to give advice on the free 
helpline Uriplan Link set up to put 

people in touch with health service 

professionals who specialise in in- 
continence. Dial 0800 591783 any 
weekday between 12.30 and 4.30 

pm. Stands 93 & 94 

Boots, Biss Lancaster, 180 Wardour 

Street, London W1V 3AA. Tel: 01- 
437 7733. Boots will be showing its 
‘personal hygiene range of inconti- 

hence products, available from 

Boots stores around the country. 

Boots also make a range of simple 
self-help household items. Stands 
1279-282 

Caducee Healthcare, Barbara 

Attenborough Associates, 1 Hare- 

wood Place, London W1R OPQ. Tel: 

01-491 7654. The Slipad Super, a su- 

per absorbency all-in-one inconti- 
‘nence garment, will be exhibited. It 
is one-third more absorbent than Sli- 
pad, for those who need extra pro- 
tection. Stand 307 


_A video on incontinence, The 
_Last Taboo, is produced by 
_ Caducee Healthcare. 


Coloplast Ltd, Bridge House, 
Orchard Lane, Huntingdon, Cambs. 
Tel: (0480) 55451. Stand 250 
Feeder Products Ltd, PO Box 481, 
Blackmore, Ingatestone, Essex CM4 
ONA. Tel: (0277) 821224. The com- 
pany will exhibit their Dry range of 
_ waterproof, breathable bedding pro- 
. ducts, including the Dry Duvet, Dry 
Mattress and Dry Pillow. Stand 21 
_Simcare, c/o Eschmann, Peter Road, 
Lancing, W Sussex BN15 8TJ. Tel: 
(0903 ) 761122. Stand 386 
Spencer (Banbury) Ltd, Medical 
Division, Spencer House, Britannia 
Road, Banbury, Oxon OX16 8DP. 
Tel: (0295) 57301. Stand 43 


Arjo Hospital Equipment Ltd, 
SPD Building, Acre Road, Reading 
RG2 OSU. Tel: (0734) 866789. De- 
tails of the new Arjo Hydrotherapy 
Pool will be available from the Arjo 
stand. The company produces a 
range of bathing, showering, trans- 
port and therapy systems designed 
to eliminate manual lifting. Stands 
60661 

ASM Medic Aids, Picow Farm In- 
dustrial Estate, Runcorn, Cheshire 
WAT 4UG. Tel: (09285 ) 74301/2/3. 
The producers of equipment for 
elderly and disabled people includ- 
ing high seat chairs, bathing and 
toilet aids, showering and home 
nursing aids, will be showing for the 
first time the Nunnery Field Rehab 
Table for stroke patients. Stands 
248-250, 293-295 

Atlantic Medical’ Ltd, Atlantic 
House, Red Lion Court, London 
EC4A 3EB. Tel: 01-583 9481. Stands 
293. & 351 

Bell Johnson & Green Ltd, Tuley 
Street, Manchester M11 2DY. Tel: 
061-223 9144. Stands 96 & 97 
Certified Laboratories Ltd, The 
Swan Office Centre, 1508 Coventry 
Road, Birmingham B25 8BL. Tel: 
021-707 0770. Stand 370 

Colson Castors (Europe) Ltd, 
Hingley Road, Halesowen, W Mid- 
lands B63 2RR. Tel: (0384) 893535. 
Stand 130 

R C Hayes (Leicester) Ltd, 12a 
Wood Street, Earl Shilton, Leics LE9 
7ND. Tel: (0455) 46027. Stand 115 
Hospital Metalcraft, Blandford 
Heights, Blandford Forum, Dorset 
DI11 > 7LE™ fel (0258) 51338: 
Stand 366 

Huntercraft Ltd, Ramsam Stables, 
Priestlands Lane, Sherborne, Dorset 
DT9 4EY. Tel: (0935) 812288. 
Stand 172 

Jackson Medical Ltd, Old Mill, 
Poole Road, Newtown, 
Stand 327 

F Llewellyn & Co Ltd, Carlton 
Street, Liverpool L3 7ED. Tel: 051- 
236 5311. New for 1987 are the 
Royal Bath Aide, which can lift 25 
stone clients but takes up little 
space, and the Regal Bath Aide, 
which is almost maintenance-free 
and raises users into baths with 
minimal effort. Stands 90-92 
May-Isle Co Ltd, Kirkland Indust- 
rial Estate, Steel Brae, Methil, Fife, 
Scotland DY8 2HY. Tel: (0333) 
24287. Stand 84 

G McLoughlin & Co Ltd, Victoria 
Works, Oldham Road, Rochdale 
OL11 1DF. Tel: (0706) 49911. 
Stands 314 & 345 

Mecanaids Ltd, St Catherine Street, 
Glos GL1 2SL. Tel: (0452) 500200. 
The company will be showing the 
Autolift home bathing hoist, the 
Mecalift lightweight hoist, toilet arm 
supports and the Mecabed turning 
bed. Stands 314 & 345 

Medi-North Ltd (Formerly Meyra- 
Rehab), Millshaw Park Avenue, 
Leeds [S11 OLR. Tel: (0532) 
350110. Stands 73 & 122 

PCP Gratings Ltd, Steetley Indust- 
rial Estate, Bean Road, Coseley, Bil- 
ston, W Midlands WV14 9EE. Tel: 
(09073 ) 75824. Stand 261 

Prince Fletcher Ltd, 10/10a Cable 
Street, Salford, Manchester M3 7AN. 
Tel: 061-834 5573. Stand 262 
Rehab Products (formerly Camp 
Ltd), 9-10 Standar Way, Fareham In- 
dustrial Park, Fareham, Hants PO16 
8XB. Tel: (0329 ) 286628. Stand 388 
Renray Products UK Ltd, Road 
Five, Winsford Industrial Estate, 
Winsford, Cheshire CW7 3RV. Tel: 
(060659) 3456. Stands 245-247, 
296-298 

Rifton Equipment, Robertsbridge, 
E Sussex, TN32 5DR. Tel: (0580) 
880626. Rifton’s new Adult Prone 
Board will be shown for the firt time. 
Also new is a slim-line model of the 
company’s popular 97cm Bath Chair 
for children. Stands 270 & 273 
Roma Medical Aids, Llandow In- 
dustrial Estate, Cowbridge, S$ Gla- 
morgan. Tel: (04463) 4519. Stands 
4&5 

H C Slingsby plc, 97 Kingsway, 
London WC2B OSB. Tel: 01-405 
2551. Slingsby will be exhibiting a 
sample from their extensive range of 
wheelchair aluminium and _ steel 
wheelchair ramps. Stands 283 & 
284 


Powys. 
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SML Medic Aids Ltd, Monckton 
Road, Wakefield, W Yorks WEF2 
TAW. Tel: (0924) 362038. Stand 
187 

Stanbridge, 4 Horsley Road, Brom- 
ley, Kent BR1 3LB. Tel: 01-464 0521. 
Stanbridge will be exhibiting the 
new slimline bed-pan washer and 
the Sentry I fully automatic washing 
and disinfecting sluicing machine. 
Stand 349 

R Taylor & Son (Orthopaedic) 
Ltd, Compton Work, Woodwards 
Road, Pleck, Walsall WS2 ORN. Tel: 
(0922) 27601. Stand 37 

Sunrise Medical Ltd, Fens Pool 
Avenue, Brierley Hill, West Mid- 
lands DY5 1QA. Tel: (0384) 263191. 
Sunrise divisions include Akron 
Therapy, BEC Mobility, Bio Clinic, 
Guardian and Minivator.Stands 301- 
302, 357-360, 415-416 


Philip & Tacey Ltd, North Way, 
Andover, Hants SP10 5BA. Tel: 
(0264 ) 61171. The company, which 
produces learning aids, introduces 
its Pergola product range, which 
will be of interest to occupational 
and speech therapists, teachers and 
professionals concerned with con- 
tinuing education. Stand 387 
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ROMPA is launching its new 
mobile activity frame. 


ROMPA, PO Box 5, Wheatbridge 
Road, Chesterfield, Derbys $40 2AE. 
Tel: (0246) 70121. ROMPA, the play 
and therapy equipment manufactur- 
er, will be launching its new mobile 
activity frame and introducing to 
Britain the “Snoezelen” for children 
with limited sensory perception and 
awareness. Stand 13 

Toys for the Handicapped, 76 Bar- 
rack Lane Industrial. Estate, Stour- 
port on Severn, Worcs DY13 9QB. 
Tel; (02993 ) 78820. The new MAR- 
DIS switch and toy box for BBC B 
computers, the new computer game 
Mr Ugh, an aroma disc player and 
new musical instruments will be 
shown. Stand 2 


AID Centre, 182 Brighton Road, 
Coulsdon, Surrey CR3 2NF. Tel: 01- 
645 9014. The Assistance and Inde- 
pendence for Disabled People 
finance programme aims to assist 
disabled people with all their mobil- 
ity needs. Stand 1 

Atlas Conversions Ltd, 75 Alver- 
stone Road, Milton, Portsmouth 
PO4 81G. Tel: (0705) 756265. The 
company, which builds Renault 
Welfare Transport to individual re- 
quirements, has this year developed 
a design allowing physically hand- 
icapped drivers to operate the con- 
versions. Stands 201-203, 224-226 
Austin Rover, Canley Road, Canley, 
Coventry CV5 6UX. Tel: 021-475 
2101. Stands 305, 306, 353 & 354 
Alfred Bekker, The Green, Lang- 
toft, Nr Driffield, N Humberside 
YO25 OTF. Tel: (0377) 87276. Bek- 
ker will exhibit a range of driving 
aids including hand controls, and an 
adapted Range Rover. Information 
on the driving school and hotel faci- 
lities will also be available. Stand 80 
Brotherwood Conversions, Auto 
Body Repairs, Station Garage, Yet- 
minster, Sherborne, Dorset. Tel: 
(0935) 872603. Brotherwood will 
be launching an automatic version 
of its successful Nissan Prairie con- 
version for families with one or 
more disabled person. Stands 381- 
383, 392-394 

Disabled Drivers’ Association, 18 


Creekside, Deptford, London SE8. 
Tel: 01-692 7141. Stands 26-28 
Ford (Pie) Ltd, 8 Balderton Street, 
London W1Y 2BN. Stands 194, 195, 
232, 233, 252, 253, 290 & 291 
Gowring Mobility International, 
The Grange, 18-21 Church Gate, 
Thatcham, Berks RG13 4PH. Tel: 
(0635 ) 64464. The company will be 
showing its latest conversion, the 
Chairman Astra with lowering sus- 
pension and automatic transmission. 
Stands 212-215 

Invatravel, 9 Derwent Avenue, 
Southport PRO 7PX. Tel: (0704) 
231081. Invatravel converts the 
Volkswagen Caravelle or Transpor- 
ter range for use by drivers with dis- 
abilities. Stands 86, 87, 108 & 109 
Renault UK Ltd, Western Avenue, 
London W3 ORZ. Tel: 01-992 3481. 
Stands 201-203, 224-226 

Special Vehicle Designs, Raven- 
stone Road Industrial Estate, Coalvil- 
le, Leics. Stands 263 & 264 
Vauxhall-Opel, PO Box 3, Luton 
LU2 OSY. Tel: (0582) 21122. Dis- 
abled visitors will have the chance 
to try the Steering Developments re- 
mote control steering system in a 
specially adapted Vauxhall Astra. 
Stands 141, 142, 169 & 170 


Alison Homes, Temple Road, Bux- 
ton, Derbys SK17 9BA. Tel: (0298) 
2473. Stand 25 

Winged Fellowship Trust, Angel 
House, Pentonville Road, London 
N1 9XD. Tel: 01-833 2594. Stand 40 


Arthritis Care, 6 Grosvenor Cres- 
cent, London SW1X 7ER. Tel: 01- 
235 0902. Stand 139 

BBC — Does He Take Sugar?, 
Broadcasting House, London W1A 
1AA. Tel: 01-580 4468. Stand 347 
British Journal of Geriatric Nurs- 
ing, 1 Vincent Square, London 
SW1P 2PB. Tel: 01-630 7881. Stand 
346 

Caring, Stanley House, 9 West 
Street, Epsom, Surrey KT18 7RL. Tel: 
(03727) 41411. Stand 107 

Caring Today, Rest Care House, 
Watson Mill Lane, Sowerby Bridge, 
W Yorks HX6 3BW. Tel: (0422) 
835057. Stand 66 

Central Independent Television, 
Central House, Broad Street, Birm- 
ingham B1 2JP. Tel: 021-643 9898. 
Stands 315 & 344 

Disability Now, 12 Park Crescent, 
London WIN 4EQ. Tel: 01-636 
5020. The monthly newspaper for 
people with disabilities, their fami- 
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lies and carers, and relevant profes 
sionals. Stand 46 

Equipment for the Disabled 
Mary Marlborough Lodge, Nuffielc 
Orthopaedic Centre, Headington, 


Oxford OX3 7LD. Tel: (0865) 
64811. This NHS-sponsored series 
of directories and reference books 
provides information on technical 
aids for disabled people. The fully 
illustrated books are regularly re- 
vised and updated. Stand 193 
Hospital Equipment News, 33-35 
Bowling Green Lane, London SW17 
7SP. Tel: 01-837 1212. Stand 366 
Sell’s Publications Ltd, 55 Higt 
Street, Epsom, Surrey KT19 8DW 
Tel: (03727 ) 26376. Sell’s will be ex- 
hibiting the Health Service Buyers 
Guide, a year book with over 3,500 
companies listed who deal in medic: . 
al and surgical supplies, catering and 
office supplies and other equipment. 
Stand 57 

Social Work Today, 16 Kent Street, 
Birmingham B5 ORD. Tel: 021-622 
3911. Stands 63 & 64 

Therapy Weekly, Macmillan Jour 
nals Ltd, 4 Little Essex Street, Lon 
don WC2R 3LF. Tel: 01-836 6633 
Stands 410 & 411 


Back Pain Association, 31-33 Park 
Road, Teddington, Middlesex T11 
OAB. Tel: 01-977 5474. Stand 404 
The Calvert Trust Adventure 
Centre for Disabled People, Little 
Croshwaite, Underskiddaw, Kes- 
wick, Cumbria CA12 4QD. Tel: 
(07687 ) 72254. Stand 20 

College of Speech Therapists, 
Harold Poster House, 6 Lechmere 
Road, London NW2 5BU. Tel: 01- 
459 8521. Stand 18 

College of Occupational Ther- 
apy, 20 Rede Place, Bayswater, Lon- 
don W2. Tel: 01-229 9738. Stand 
235 

Disabled Living Foundation, 384 
Harrow Road, London W9 2HU. Tel: 
01-289 6111. Stand 36 

The Family Fund, PO Box 50, York 
YO1 1UY. Tel: (0904) 21115. 
Stand 3 


The 180’ Travel Seat 


N. : 
| ame: 


more informa h 
from MarketAbilty 


| 
| Ae «aa Tel: I 
] 


tion about t 


Now you can enjoy 
complete travel flexibility 
with the new ‘Travel Seat’ 
from MarketAbility. 

No more struggling to get 
into or out of a car. The 
‘Travel Seat’ swivels through 
180° to lock into place 
completely outside your car. 

And the ‘Travel Seat’ fits 
most Cars. 

At a price you can afford. 

For more information, send 
the coupon below to: 


MarketAbility, 
Cownhayne Lane, 
Colyton, 

Devon EX13 6HA 
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Foundation for the Communica- 
tion of the Disabled, 25 High 
Street, Woking, Surrey GU21 1BW. 
Tel: (04862) 27848. Stand 48 

The Greenbank Project, Green- 
bank Lane, Liverpool L17. Tel: 051- 
733 7255. Stand 329 

Greater Manchester Coalition of 
Disabled People, 11 Anson Road, 
Rusholme, Manchester M14 5BY. 
Tel: 061-224 2722. Stands 115 & 
116 

John Grooms Association for the 
Disabled, 10 Gloucester Drive, 
Finsbury Park, London N4 2LP. Tel: 
01-802 7272. Stands 98 & 99 
Guide Care Home Insurance, 
Culshaws Co, 19-21 Grange Road, 
West Kirby, The Wirral L48 4DY. 
Tel: 051-625 2876. Stand 32 
Muscular Dystrophy Group of 
Great Britain & N Ireland, Nattrass 
House, 35 Macaulay Road, London 
SW4 OQP. Tel: 01-720 8055. Stand 
Do 

Penton & Smart, 8 Spicer Street, St 


Albans, Herts AL3 4PQ. Tel: (0727) 
40911. The only architects to have 
exhibited at Naidex will be showing 
examples of recent projects for dis- 
abled people — housing, residential 
units, nursing homes, schools, train- 
ing centres, workshops and leisure 
facilties and swimming pools. 
Stands 38 & 39 

RADAR, 25 Mortimer Street, Lon- 
don WIN 8AB. Tel: 01-637 5400. 
Stands 8-12 

The Spastics Society, 12 Park Cres- 
cent, London W1N 4EQ. Tel: 01-636 
5020. Information leaflets about 
cerebral palsy will be available on 
the stand. Stands 30 & 31 


BIT 32 Ltd, 32 North John Street, 
Liverpool, Merseyside L2 9QJ. Tel: 
051-227 3232. BIT 32’s Headstart 
Workstation, based upon the Apple 
Macintosh personal computer, can 
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be adapted for operation with small 
head movements or any other co- 
ordinated movement to give access 
to more than 9,000 computer ap- 
plications. Stand 197 

British Telecom, British Telecom 
Centre, Floor A2, 81 Newgate Street, 
Leics LE11 3B. Tel: 01-356 6540. BT 
will be showing a range of products 
and services for disabled people in- 
cluding the Tremelo, Tribune, 
Venue 24, Freeway, mobile phones 
and the QWERTY phone. Stands 
236-240 

Canon UK Ltd, Canon House, Man- 
or Road, Wallington, Surrey SM6 
OBW. Tel: 01-773 3173. Stand 196 
Possum Controls Ltd, Middleg- 
reen Trading Estate, Middlegreen 
Road, Slough, Berks SL3 6DF. Tel: 
(0753) 79234. Stand 409 


Flectalon Ltd, Unit A13, Treforest 
Industrial Estate, Pontypridd, Mid 


Glamorgan CF37 5UA. Tel: (0443) 
853717. Flectalon is a thermal in- 
sulation material that provides great 
warmth in a comparatively thin gar- 
ment. It can be used for babywear, 
leisurewear and quilts and can be 
used for keeping elderly or disabled 
people warm but comfortable. 
Stand 88 

Fogarty Care and Comfort Divi- 
sion, Marsh Lane, Boston, Lincs 
PE21 7RP. Tel: (0205) 61122. 
Stands 132 & 179 

Forget-Me-Not, Malcolm Saville 
Ltd, 168 Commercial Road, London 
El 2JY. Tel: 01-790 6454. The com- 
pany will be showing its range of 
stylish clothes for disabled women 
in the size range 36-50 hip. A new 
addition are specialised dresses, 
which allow wheelchair users to 
dress without standing up or raising 
the arms above the head. Stand 44 
Medipost Ltd, Unit 1, St John’s 
Estate, Elder Road, Lees, Oldham 
OL4 3DZ. Tel: 061-678 0233. Medi- 


Better Communications for Everyone 


for your free copy 


of British Telecom's Guide to Equipment 
and Services for Disabled Customers — 
contact your local BT Sales Office: 

The address and telephone number is in the Phone Book 
or dial 100 and ask for FREEFONE TELECOM SALES 


Action tor 
Disabled Customers 


post, the mail order company, will 
be exhibiting its new range of lei- — 
sure clothes for people who use 
wheelchairs, including fashion 


. tracksuits and wheelchair raincapes. 


The company also makes household 
aids and games. Stand 6 

Pegasus Airwave Ltd, Enterprise 
Centre, Quartremaine Road, Port- 
smouth, Hants PO3 5QT. Tel: 


(0705) 671321. New for Northern 
Naidex will be the Nestor seat 
cushion, designed to prevent press- 
ure sores and improve sitting post- 
ure. A range of wool nursing fleeces 
and joint protectors will also be dis- 
played. Stand 407. 


ASGO Ltd, Llandow Industrial 
Estate, Unit 17, Cowbridge, S Gla- 
morgan CF7 7PB. Tel: (04463) 
3030. Stands 77 & 78 3 

Bison-Bede Ltd, Units 11A & B, 
Leadgate Industrial Estate, Consett, 
Co Durham DH8 7RN. Tel: (0207) 
590149. The company, which can 
tailormake lifts for most clients, will 


“be displaying the Bema stairlift, 


which is designed to overcome 
space limitations, and the Chester 
stairlift. Stand 71 

Brooks Stairlifts Ltd, Westminster 
Industrial Estate, Station Road, 
North Hykeham, Lincoln LN6 3QY. 
Tel: (0522) 688874. As well as im- . 
provements to the Deluxe, Elite and 
Premier Units, the Brooks Motorised 
Folding Platform, which copes with 
fan stairs and sub-landings, will be 
on show. Stand 112 

Crown House Furse Ltd, Traffic 
Street, Nottingham NG2 1NF. Tel: 
(0602) 868213. Furse will be laun- 
ching a new chair unit for its curved 
rail stairlift which provides more 
space for walking stair users. Stands 
243 & 244 

Gimson & Co (Leicester) Ltd, Vul- 
can Road, Leics LES 3EA. Tel; (0533) 
27272/8 Stands 303 & 356 
International Lift Equipment, 
Unit 5, Bermondsey Trading Estate, 
Rotherhithe New Road, London — 
SE16 3LL. Tel: 01-231 1336/7. 
Stands 81 & 82 


Mangar’s mu i- purpose lifting 
aid ts useful at work and home. 


Mangar Aids Ltd, Presteigne In- 
dustrial Estate, Presteigne, Powys, 
Wales. Tel: (0544) 267674. The 
multi-purpose Mangar Booster will 
be on show. This compact lifting sys- 
tem can lift from the floor to 68cm. 
Stands 361 & 414 

Manor Lifts Ltd, 22a Sefton Street, 
Litherland, Liverpool L21 7LB. Tel: 
051-928 9222. Stands 363 & 412 
Project & Design Co (Redcar) 
Ltd, Longbeck Estate, Marske-by- 
the-Sea, Redcar, Cleveland TS11 
OHR. Tel: (0642) 484802. The com- 
pany will be displaying Stair-El, a 
versatile and easily installed stairlift 
which is less than 7 inches wide. 


Stand 309 
Stannah Lifts Ltd, Watt Close, East 
Portway, Andover, Hants. Tel: 


(0264) 64311. Stand 68 

Terry Lifts Ltd, 6 Wolfe Close, Park- 
gate Industrial Estate, Knutsford, 
Cheshire WA16 8XJ. Tel: (0565) 
3211. Already known for _ its 
manually-operated vertical lifts and 
low-rise electro-pneumatic step 
lifts, Terry has introduced a heavy 
duty platform lift aimed at public 
buildings and nursing homes. Stand 
113 s 
Wessex Medical Equipment Co 
Ltd, Budds Lane, Romsey, Hants 
SO51 OHA. Tel: (0794) 522022. The 
company will be displaying its com- 
plete product range including the 
new Mountbatten Lift and the Wes- 
sex Home Lift. Stands 129, 130, 181 
& 182 


. 
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Janet Larcher reviews the present situation 


While it is good to see so much 
new microtechnology appearing 
for people with disabilities, the 
basic problems remain  un- 
changed. Where do you get un- 


biased, knowledgeable advice | 


on what equipment is most 
suited to a person’s needs? 


' Where do you find the funds to 


buy the equipment that has been 


recommended? And where do 


you find the continuous support 
to ensure it remains a valuable 
tool and not an expensive dust 
collector? 

A few Government-supported 


; organisations, such as SEMERCS, 


and local authorities are begin- 
ning to tackle these questions, 
but progress is hampered for 
want of money. 

What worries me most is the 


lack of assessment services for 


adults who have missed out on 
microtechnology innovations at 
school or for pre-school chil- 
dren. 

Within The Spastics Society, 

there has been an effort to ex- 
ploit microtechnology for stu- 
dents, but only in the Bristol area 
is there an assessment and sup- 
port service for cp people of all 
ages. 
It would be a great help to 
hear of other services around the 
country. Perhaps then not too 
many wheels will be _ re- 
invented. 


Hardware news 


Some new equipment that could 


2 make a significant contribution 
_ to the lives of people with 
_ physical disabilities was laun- 


ched at last year’s ISAAC confer- 
ence (see DN October). 
Briefly, there were 2 com- 


_ munication aids, a speed synth- 
_ esiser, a personal computer and 


Eyetyper is a multi-purpose device controlled by eye movement 


through an infra-red beam. 


two emulators. 

The Touch-Talker or the 
Light Talker (Liberator, £2044 
and £2485 ) enable a large num- 
ber of phrases to be chosen and 
synthetically spoken. The user 
need not be a reader since they 
are selected via icons (mini- 
pictures) using any one of 29 
selection methods. 

Elfin Systems’ My Voice, 
although less flexible, has the 
advantage of “normal” speech, 
because the phrases are digitally 
recorded (and easily re- 
recorded) by a user’s friends or 
family. £950. 

Orovox (Speech Systems, 
£360) is a speech synthesiser 
‘with many additional features 
which will make it a very useful 
tool for education and therapy. 

For those in need of an “all 
singing, all dancing machine”, 
Elfin has produced a personal 
computer (£900) with which 


you can drive a wheelchair, con- 


trol a radio phone, hold several . 
pages of work in memory, trans- 
fer items to another computer 
for editing, control My Voice or 
speak text via a text-to-speech 
synthesiser — all with one-or two 
switches. 

People who cannot use a 
keyboard but are interested in a 
relatively cheap word- 
processing computer will find 
that the Amstrad 8256 and 
8512 are now available with 
emulators so that they can be 
used by one or two switch oper- 
ators (£799, £899). x 

Not new, but a super little de- 


Slomo — “a super little device”. 


vice that everyone should know 
about, is Slomo (Nidd Valley 
Products). It slows down most 
programs so that those of us who 
are not too nifty on the keys can 
still keep control. This match- 
box sized device can be discreet- 
ly hidden behind the computer; 
the knob adjusts the speed to 
suit a ‘user’s abilities. Slomo is 
made for several computers — 
only £12.95 or £14.95 depend- 
ing on which computer you have 
(remember to specify when 
ordering). 

Another useful device is a kit 
sold by Viglen which allows the 
BBC keyboard to be mounted in 


its own smart housing con- 
nected to the main computer by 
a curly cable. The keyboard can 
be easily positioned where it 
would be most useful, eg at head 
level for use with a head pointer, 
or on a wheelchair tray. A lectur- 
er could communicate with the 
computer without turning his 
back on the audience. Only 
£24.22. 

People who have difficulty 
reading the small print on moni- 
tors can now use a Window dis- 
play (Dolphin Systems, £256) 
with their BBC, NEC PC8300 or 
IBM PCs and compatible compu- 
ters. Built into a free-standing 
case that swivels to suit different 
needs, it presents a single line, 
green fluorescent display with 
up to 16 characters at a time, 


each character 15mm high by. 


10mm wide. 
When combined with the 
programs Screen or Wordwise, 


any writing — computer program 
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or text — may be displayed and 
moved through the window 
character by character, word by 
word, line by line. 

A similar program called Read- 
er allows you to explore text or 
programs, but in this case the 
characters or words are spoken 
by a text to speech synthesiser. 
One of the cheapest, smallest 


‘and neatest speech synthesisers 


is the Mimic (Dolphin Systems, 
£192). 

For someone who can control 
their eye movements while the 
body is still, for example, a per- 
son with a high spinal injury, the 
Eyetyper (Ariel Enterprises, 
£1500), now being imported 
from the USA, could be very 
useful. 

A communication device — 
which can also be used to con- 
trol computers, printers and en- 
vironmental controls — it is a 
lens, mounted in the middle of a 
display board that directs a beam 
of infra-red light at the eye. By 
moving the eye, the beam is 
directed to one of 8 locations on 


the display. Depending on the 


mode of use, characters, words 
or a phrase can be selected and 
spoken. 

If you are deaf and find your- 


- self in court or in big business, 


Possum’s computer-aided 
transcription system could 
help. (See page 14). 

The equipment is very expen- 
sive, but it is a superb system. 
Congratulations to Possum for 
translating a piece of university 
research into a valuable working 


possum 


lam able 
Environmental Controls 


Door 
Lock 
Release 


A.I.D. 


| For Further Details 
| Post to: | 
| Possum Controls Ltd. 
| | 


FREEPOST 
Slough 


SL3 6BR 
Tel: Slough (0753) 79234 


ALSO AVAILABLE IN THE EXTENSIVE POSSUM RANGE 
OF AIDS FOR HANDICAPPED AND ELDERLY PEOPLE 


TYPEWRITER & TEXT PROCESSOR CONTROLS — COMPUTERS 


BASIC SKILLS LEARNING SYSTEM — CUSTOM DESIGN SYSTEMS 
‘COMMUNICATOR RANGE — PLAYTIME — PAGE TURNERS 


NAME: 
POSITION: 
ORGANISATION: 

ADDRESS: ~ 


system and also providing full 
upport and training. 

Finally, teachers who have 
been frustrated to find that much 
of the best open content soft- 
ware is accessed only from the 
Concept Keyboard, will be 
pleased to learn that there is 
now a Scanning Concept 
Keyboard (Toucan, about 
£350) which makes all this 
software accessible to switch 
users. 


Exciting programs 


It is exciting to find programs 
which really offer stimulating 
and satisfying leisure activities. 
Image (Cambridge Universi- 
ty, £35.40) is an art program 
which lets you do anything you 
have ever thought of and more — 
you can even load video pictures 
into it, change the colours and 


jens Tel. No. 


sare. 
Pendant alarm - 


Can be used independently, OR 
as an accessory to other systems. 
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microtechnology...microtechnology... microtechnology...microte 


Plenty of new equipment, but not 
enough assessment and support services 


Peter Diamond of Dolphin Systems with the window display fitted to 
_ an NEC portable and holding the Mimic speech synthesiser. 


lettering to suit your fancy and 
then print the picture. The range 
of input devices that can be used 


makes it accessible to most 
people. 
Another program which. 


allows video pictures to be in- 
cluded with text is Pagemake: ' 
(AMS Ltd, £50) Both Pagemake: 
and Fleet Street Editor (Mirror . 
soft, £40) simulate newspaper 
production. Illustrations car, 
either be drawn by the user or 
selected from the picture lib- 
rary. However, by including 
video pictures of “mug shots”, 
local events and scenes, the 
finished paper will be much 
more real and relevant. 

Many people with motor dis- 
abilities find “mice” difficult tc 
operate. The AMX Super Ari 
program for their “mouse” -is 
such fun and offers so many 

continued on page 1¢‘ 


NATIONWIDE ASSESSMENT/ 


DEMONSTRATION SERVICE 


PSU2 


Extend to more than 1 room 


\ i q 
vem 7s 


electronic aids for disabled 
people. Try the equipment 
yourself. Groups or individuals 
welcome. 


15 mn from office 


Borrow our video tapes, slides or films. We carry out 
demonstrations to interested groups at your location 


Telephone or write for arrangements. 
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The Palantype system “could transform 


the future for deaf people” 


Jane Melville reports on how it is gaining ground in court and public life 


This year is the 150th 
anniversary of Sir Isaac Pitman’s 
invention of shorthand. So it 
seems appropriate that out of de- 
velopments in computerised 
shorthand should come _ the 
Palantype system now gaining 
* ground with deaf people. 

Produced by Possum Con- 
trols, it gives a 90-95 per cent 
correct English transcription on 
a screen or print copy from 
phonetic shorthand notes taken 
on a 24 key unit. The transcrip- 
tion is immediate and can be 
read or edited from the compu- 
ter screen. The operator can 
reach speeds of 180-200 words a 
minute, which is enough for ver- 
batim reporting. 

For court reporting or minute 
taking at conferences or meet- 
ings, the Palantype system saves 
time because shorthand writers 
don’t have to type up their notes, 
while deaf people can follow dis- 
cussions by reading the screen. 
It is now used at Cardiff Crown 
Court. 

Jack Ashley MP is on his third 
and most highly developed 
Palantype machine. 

“Its a remarkable develop- 
ment which could lead to all 
kinds of things,” says Pauline 
Ashley, Jack’s wife. “It could well 
transform the future for deaf 
people because it brings tham 
into all kinds of committee work. 
It could also offer blind people 
jobs in court reporting as they 
could make excellent oper- 
ators.” 

Indeed, Possum has been dis- 
cussing the training of blind 
operators with the Royal Nation- 
al College for the Blind in Here- 
ford, and hopes to develop voice 
and braille output so that a blind 
operator could retrieve and edit 
the information typed into the 
computer. 

Ken Smith, who has a hearing 
oroblem, has a full-time job with 


~~” Send for the new fully * 


«9 iwwstrated free brochure. 
@ ORTHO KINETICS uke, 
Care Chair Division 


190 Commercial Road, Totton, 
Southampton, SO4 3ZZ. 


Pancrase . or Son hare Surman 


The Palantype operator inputs 
the spoken word verbatim in 
Palantype code and the proper 
English word appears on the 
screen. 


Lewisham Council and is also a 
member of the Union of National 
and Local Goverment Officers. 

At Nalgo’s conference last 
year, three deaf people followed 
the debates with the the help ofa 
Palantype. Since then it has been 
available for all Nalgo district 
council meetings in London and 
at committee meetings on re- 
quest. The hire; including the 
cost of an operator, is around 
£600 a day. 

“I found myself attending 
meetings, but actually being ex- 
cluded from participating,” says 
Ken Smith. “It gives you more 
confidence to know you can fol- 
low the discussion, while feeling 
your problem has been recog- 
nised.” 

He is still urging Lewisham 


rt 


r~friend 


Let Ortho-Kinetics introduce the disabled child to 
a new friend. The Travel Chair It will become the 
ultimate companion, literally supporting them in 
. everything they do, and everywhere they go. 
From sitting at the table to riding in the car 
manoeuvering through the town to resting in the 
™™, lounge, the chair will be a constant ally and like a 

“ true friend, the Travel Chair will grow along with 
the child. The Travel Chair has a wide range of 
. supportive and positioning accessories 
enabling it to be tailored to each 
» child's requirements. The child 
and the Travel Chair will come 

ther in a unique relationship, 

all g more freedom, mobility and 
participation in family life than 
previously experienced. A more 

. trustworthy and helpful friend, 
you will not find! 


Council to go beyond an initial 
introduction. “I persuaded the 
Mayor of Lewisham to hold a de- 
monstration of the Palantype”, 
he says. “We need this system to 
become the norm rather than a 
thing to be used on show once in 
a blue moon.” 

The cost of a freelance Palan- 
typist plus the equipment — com- 
puter, discs and printer — at 
around £10,000, makes it pro- 
hibitive for private users. 

But a successful trial just com- 
pleted in Scotland may lead to a 
way round the difficulty for 
some people. Alastair Doig, a 
senior solicitor with the Tayside 
Council has been trying out the 
system with the help of two 
Council staff. 

Now the Manpower Services 
Commission has agreed to 
purchase the system for him 
under its aid to employment 
scheme, if the Council will pro- 
vide the operators. The Council 
has not yet decided. 

“The prime objective of the 
exercise was to use me more 
efficiently so I could go to meet- 
ings,” said Mr Doig. “We are 
breaking new ground and it is a 
novelty for the MSC too. The 
thing should snowball once we 
use it seriously.” 


Jane Melville is a journalist. 


Peter Watts reports 

Last month’s meeting at UMIST 
was only the third annual confer- 
ence of the Occupational Ther- 
apy National Special Interest 
Group in Microcomputers, but it 
showed how a group of dedi- 
cated professionals who are pre- 
pared to help themselves and 
share their experience and 
knowledge can come to terms 
with “the new technology”. 

The “team approach” among 
the caring professionals, which 
many speakers referred to, has 
resulted in access to suitable 
hardware and software for ap- 
plications in certain areas. But 
often there are no suitable com- 
puter programs for the treat- 
ment of adults with cognitive, 
perceptual and some physical 
disabilities. Speakers at the con- 
ference showed 2 solutions. 

The first is the programming 
language Microtext. It is easier 
to use than standard languages, 
providing in particular effective 
screen displays and interaction 
with the user. With ingenuity, 
external devices can be control- 
led and alternative devices to the 
keyboard can also be used. 

The second solution, which 
also helped provide computer 
equipment, has been to find 
talented, unemployed youngs- 
ters through the Manpower Ser- 
vices Commission Community 
Programme, who have contri- 
buted to computer based activi- 
ties in some Cheshire Homes. 


Councils move into braille 


Two London councils are using 
the latest microtechnology to 
provide a service for visually dis- 
abled employees and borough 
residents. 

Lambeth has installed a com- 
puter which can translate in- 
formation put onto a word pro- 
cessor directly into braille. This 
is particularly useful for blind 
councillor. Joshua Anim, but 
since it began operation two 


months ago the service has been 
used frequently by the public as 
well. 

Six blind and partially sighted 
employees of Islington council 
have had their jobs made easier 
by a computer which quickly 
translates written documents 
into braille. The council in- 
vested £20,000 in the system, 
and plans to extend use of the 
service to the public soon. 
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microtechnology...microtechnology...microtechnology...microte 
OT’s team approach gets results 


There is no doubt that occupa- 
tional therapy does need special- 
ly written software for many ap- 
plications, but unlike special 
education conferences, 
speakers here emphasised the 
need to ensure that clients who 
can only operate simple switch- 
es have access to standard soft- 
ware. — 

Switch devices themselves 
were much in evidence, while 
more specialised input methods 
were shown for muscle retrain- 
ing using computer enhanced 
biofeedback techniques. 

It is difficult to report briefly 
on all the varied work that was 
presented at the conference. Ina 
year’s time, perhaps, more case 
studies will concentrate on how 
results were achieved, rather 
than stand in awe of their 
achievements. 

Proper planning, evaluation 
and assessment were frequently 
stressed. Having enabled clients 
to communicate, the next step 
must be to involve them and not 
just look to professional needs. 


Contact the OT Microcomputer 
Special Interest Group at Wes- 
sex Rehabilitation Association, 
Odstock Hospital, Salisbury, 


Wilts SP2 SB]. Membership is 
not restricted to OTs. The news- 
letter gives news and views. 
Peter Watts is an experimental 
Officer in the Medical Engineer- 
ing Unit at UMIST. 


Islington Council's computer 
which translates written docu- 
ments into braille. 


Janet Larcher’s review 
Continued from page 13 
possibilities that it’s frustrating 
not to be able to: use it. Now 
there is a special interface from 
Pineapple Software (£8) to 
connect the Marconi Tracker- 
ball to the BBC so that the Super 
Art program can be run. 

‘Compose (ITMA/Shell Cen- 
tre £10) encourages people to 
create music in a simple and en- 
gaging way by building up a pat- 
tern of mini-pictures on the 
screen. The program needs no 
musical knowledge, but when all 
its capabilities are used it is very 
sophisticated. 

Two relatively new word- 
processing packages, Folio 
(Tedimen Software, £15) and 
Interword (Computer Con- 
cepts, £45-60) seem impressive. 

Folio is a flexible package 
which can be presented very 


_ simply for use by young chil- 


dren. As characters are typed, a 
“pen” moves across the screen to 
help the user track what he is 
writing. As the writing goes off 
the top of the screen the bottom 
half of the disappearing row of 
letters remains on screen to reas- 
sure the child that his carefully 
penned words are not disappear- 
ing into oblivion! 

Many fonts are available and 
there are various layouts. Whole 
words may be input using the 
Concept Keyboard. 

Interword is for the sophisti- 
cated wordprocessor user who 
likes easy access to a wide varie- 
ty of facilities. Access to options 


is by pulling down menus (no 
hidden commands to remem- 
ber). With more facilities than 
Wordwise and easier access to 


those facilities it is replacing — 


Wordwise as the simplest ROM- 
based wordprocessor. 


Dr Janet Larcher ts in charge of 
The Spastics Society's Mic- 

rotechnology Resource Centre. 

For further information contact 
the Centre, address below. 


Getting know-how 
Starting in September, Janet 
Larcher and Jeff Banks of The 
Spastics Society’s Microtech- 
nology Resource Centre will 
be running 2 courses a month 
for staff from schools, colleges 
and adult centres at Castle 
Priory College, Wallingford. 
(Address on page 18). 

The Resource Centre pro- 
duces free information 
sheets. So far there are 6: 
Sources of help, Peripheral 
devices, Ways of facilitating 
written communication, Soft- 
ware for single switch users, 
Software for double switch 
users and Software for the de- 
velopmentally young. : 

Send an SAE to Microtech- 
nology Resource Centre, The 
Spastics Society, 840 Bright- 
on Road, Purley CR2 2BH. 
Tel: 01-660 8552. 

The Resource Centre 
would like to hear what 
courses or other leaflets read- 
ers need. 
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Nabil Shaban: 
A portrait of 
the actor as 
torch-bearer 


_ Over the past six or seven years 
_ Nabil Shaban has appeared in a 
number of plays, but surely none 
_ more significant than the recent 
production of The Emperor at 
the Royal Court’s Theatre Up- 
stairs. 
_ Adapted for the stage by 
Jonathan Miller and Michael 
_ Hastings from the book by the 
_ Polish journalist Ryszard Kapus- 
_ cinski, Tbe Emperor is a fascinat- 
ing and sometimes moving 
account of Haile Selassie’s latter 
days as ruler of Ethiopia. It has 
attracted the hostility of some 
Rastafarians and a group of Ethio- 
_ pians (who held demonstrations 
_ outside the Court throughout 
_ the first week of the show’s run), 
_ but has played to packed houses 
_ and been warmly received by 
_ press and public alike. 
__ Nabil’s own performance was 
_ praised by Michael Billington of 
The Guardian as displaying 
_ “great vocal power and physical 


agility.” 


| Even before he set wheels on 

_ the stage for the first perform- 
_ ance, the production had already 
_ been a triumph for Nabil. For it 
had knocked on the head a 

_ widely-held belief that disabled 

actors are only viable as perfor- 

mers in plays concerning disabil- 
_ ity — and even then not in major 
productions. 

__ It’s an issue about which Nabil 
_has strong feelings. “When it was 
_ announced that the part of a dis- 
_ abled detective in the TV show 

_ Mister Mister was to be played 

_ by an able-bodied actor I wrote 
and complained to everyone I 

could think of, including 

_ Michael Grade. I appeared on 

Right to Reply too. Michael 

_ Grade wrote back and said that 

_ parts just weren’t being written 

for disabled people and there 

_weren’t the disabled actors to 

play them anyway. That’s rub- 

_bish. Anyway The Emperor 

_ shows that disabled actors don’t 

_ have to portray disabled people.” 

_ Nabil, who performs in a 
_ wheelchair due to the condition 
of osteo geneseis imperfecta 
(brittle bones) which has dis- 


The Cripple 


The Theatre of Black Women’s 
_ latest production is no ordinary 
__ play. A one-woman show written 
_ and directed by Ruth Harris, The 
_ Cripple is the true-life story of 
"4 Pauline Wiltshire, a Jamaican 
. who is physically disabled. 
2 T M Murphy gives a convinc- 
_ ing performance, conveying the 
hard struggle of one woman to 
_ Claim a place in society, a society 
where she is not classed as the 
— norm. 
_ Right from the beginning we 
are challenged to consider our 
- own views, attitudes and pre- 
conceptions about physically 
_ disabled people. The lights go 
down and after a long pause we 
: begin to hear the gradual prog- 
_ ress of tortured feet as a fragile 
and crooked form makes its way 
_ through the audience and up 
_ onto a darkened stage. The lights 
come on and for the first time we 
see Pauline Wiltshire. After a few 
moments a doorbell rings and 


abled him from birth, plays a 
number of roles in The Emperor 
including Haile Selassie himself. 

He’s an actor who, right from 
his early Graeae Theatre days, 
has never blanched at making 
use of his disability for comic 
effect. He features prominently 
in The Emperor's funniest mo- 
ments, like the extraordinary 
display of callisthenics indulged 
in by Selassie’s entire court, led 
by Nabil as the emperor, waving 
his little legs in the air. And he is 
hilarious as the official pillow- 
bearer, whose job it was to pre- 
vent the tiny emperor’s legs 
dangling indecorously in mid-air 
when he sat on his exalted 
throne. 


At the start of the workshops ~ 


that spawned the production, 
however, these roles weren’t his. 
“It just seemed right, though, 
that I should have those 
speeches. They called out for 
someone small and disabled 
even. I like the whole thing ab- 
out absurd theatre anyway so 
any opportunity I had to bring in 
greater absurdity, I took it.” 

Nabil’s involvement with the 
project arose from a 1981 Arena 
documentary on Graeae 
Theatre, “Getting Away From 
Sidney”. Jonathan Miller saw the 
programme and remembered 
Nabil when casting The Emper- 
or. “I think he likes to break 
boundaries,” says Nabil. “Maybe 
he saw me as someone who 
could add a new dimension to 
the show.” 

How, I wondered, did he find 
working with the distinguished 
director and the other able- 
bodied actors? 


“Disabled actors don’t 
have to portray disabled 
people” 


“Jonathan had very few pre- 
conceived ideas. As each day 
progressed he would see new 
possibilities — right up to the pre- 
views. And he didn’t make us 
work very long hours. So work- 
ing as an actor was no problem. 
We were all actors and just got 
on with it. The problems arise 
when you start to look for them. 
But the stairs were a bit of a 
strain and not being able to go to 
the loo when I wanted to.” 

The Royal Court is not the 
most accessible of venues, the 
Theatre Upstairs in particular. 
Despite this, however, it is 
actually one of the most accom- 
modating theatres in London 
with a strong commitment to the 
disability cause. This has been 
demonstrated by their involve- 
ment with The Spastics Society 
through writers’ workshops and 
their production of Abel’s Sister 


TMM. urphy in The Cripple. 


the audience is invited into her 
modest home where she relates 
her life story. 

She invites the audience to a 
cup of tea. “Can I help you?” a 
voice is heard to say. “No thank 
you,” she replies, “I’m quite cap- 
able of doing everything myself.” 
This is the very foundation of the 
play — the struggle and deter- 
mination of one woman to do ey- 
erything herself, from making 
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a couple of years ago. 

And thanks to the theatre’s 
staff many of Nabil’s friends with 
disabilities did get to see The 
Emperor, despite the notorious 
fire regulations which, had they 
been followed to the letter, 
would probably have disqual- 
ified Nabil from performing in 
the first place. 

The Emperor transfers to the 
main Royal Court Theatre in Au- 
gust. In the meantime Nabil will 
be continuing his television 
career that has so far included 
appearances in Doctor Who, 
Walter and the award-winning 
documentary Skin Horse. 

He is soon to be seen in the 
Channel Four film Born of Fire 
with Peter Firth and in Rasp- 
berry Ripple, a BBC film set in a 
Chicago institution for people 
with disabilities, starring Faye 
Dunaway and John Gordon 
Sinclair. 

He is very conscious in all 
these ventures of the torch he 
bears for people with disabilities 
in general and other disabled 
actors in particular. 

Not only the fifty disabled 
actors who are currently reg- 
istered with Equity but the many 
potential actors who need en- 
couragement to bang on the 
doors of drama schools and de- 
mand admittance. 

“For things to improve,” he 
says, “people in the business 
have got to give better roles to 


her own tea to bearing her own 
child. 

The story stems from her 
childhood in Jamaica, through 
the birth of her son to her years 
in England. She tells through her 
tears and her anger how she was 
abandoned, raped and tortured: 
how she was ignored and mis- 
understood, not only by society 
in general, but by her family. 

The play often comes close to 
tears but then turns to smiles as 
Pauline boasts of her-achieve- 
ments and determined efforts to 
prove wrong all those who try to 
dismiss her as a mere child. 

The Cripple gives us_ the 
opportunity to see how far we 
judge and discriminate accord- 
ing to physical appearance 
alone. 

Jamie Reardon 


For details of The Cripple tour 
contact the Theatre of Black 
Women, Box 6, 136 Kingsland 
High Street, Dalston, London 
E8. Tel: 01-249 1660. 


Nabil Shaban as Haile Selassie, flanked by his attendants. 


disabled actors — not just sup- 
porting roles but leads. Disabled 
people must be shown in the 
same light as able-bodied people 
— villainous, romantic ofr 
whatever.” 

He welcomes the addition of 
two disabled kids to the cast of 
the BBC children’s drama 
Grange Hill but thinks that all 
the television channels are still 
too bound by what is “visually 
acceptable” to make the big 
breakthrough and introduce a 
character with a disability into 
any of the popular soap operas. 

“Things are getting better 
slowly. But we’ve got to change 
the whole way in which people 
are judged by appearances — as 
in the Richard Gere/Kathleen 
Turner Hollywood school of 
acting. It’s becoming increasing- 
ly boring watching the same old 
faces and bodies. It’s about time 
we had some grotesque, dis- 
torted bodies.” Are you listening, 


Michael Grade? 
Alan Durant | 
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The Café 
of Dreams 


The Cafe of Dreams is the resul 
of a six week collaboration be 
tween able-bodied and disablec 
members of the Double Expo 
sure theatre company and the 
Cockpit Youth Theatre. The 
starting point was the simple 
sentence “I want to tell you a 
story” and a shared conviction 
that everyone can write. 

The resultant 15 stories, each 
one performed by a member of 
the Cockpit Youth Theatre, 
don’t entirely bear this out and 
there are marked discrepancies 
of quality. But the integrity and 
élan of the cast renders textual 
criticism largely irrelevant. 

The true value of this project 
does not lie in whether or not it 
has produced an outstanding 
piece of theatre. It lies in the 
opportunity it has offered (and 
continues to offer) a group of 
young performers — able-bodied 
and disabled and of different 
races and sex — to work with pro- 
fessionals in developing their 
skills and knowledge, not only of 
the theatre but of themselves. 

But there is also much to en- 
joy in the production itself. Ev- 
ery performer contributes 
admirably, in particular Craig 
Steinberg as Paul, the journalist 
who places the ad that initiates 
the notion of a Cafe of Dreams. 
Dave Kent, as a lyrical cidero and 
Jackie Birtles as a naturally funny 
disabled activist, also stand out. 
The highlight of the production, 
however, is a wonderfully down- 
to-earth twelve-man caterpillar 
named Cath. 

The entire show is simul- 
taneously signed, either by the 
speaking actor or by someone 
standing immediately behind 
him or her. And in general the 
actors reveal a remarkable facil- 
ity for incorporating sign lan- 
guage into their gestures — yet 
another example of the cast’s 
very communicative spirit. 

“The Cafe of Dreams exists in 
all of us. And its menu — that’s 
what you make it,” runs the 
show’s message. I, for one, 
would be happy to eat at this par- 
ticular cafe any time. 

Alan Durant 


Pure Air 


AT LAST A MULTI-PURPOSE LIFTER 
THE NEW MANGAR BOOSTER! 


AS SHOWN IN ine DESIGN CENTRE 
_ an 
Approved by Stoke Mandeville Hospital 


or? 


One Solution to a Multitude of Problems 


Accessories including the Mangar trolley from 
Mangar Aids Ltd., Presteigne Industrial Estate, Powys, Wales. 


Tel: 0544 267674 


Sales Dept. 
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Children of 
‘a Lesser God 


Randa Haines’ film Children of a 
Lesser God is an adaptation of 
Mark Medoffs play. Many deaf 
people have been disappointed 
to find the film lacking the play’s 
edge of bitterness about the 
treatment of the deaf. It concen- 
trates much more on its two lov- 
ers than what is happening 
around them. We, meaning deaf 
people, suspect the film was so 
produced to attract as wide an 
audience as possible. 

The two lovers are James Lees, 
an unorthodox speech therapist, 
‘and Sarah Norman, a former 

--pupil and now a cleaner at a 
school for the deaf in Maine. 
Sarah lacks confidence and self- 
esteem. She is afraid of being 
seen to fail, and so reveal herself 
as vulnerable. She is therefore 
aggressive and totally refuses to 
speak and involve herself with 
the hearing world. 


After a row, Sarah leaves 


? 


James and returns home. The 
scenes showing her attempting 
to communicate*with her hear- 
ing mother are most touching 
and emotional in my view, and 
Piper Laurie’s performance as 
the mother thoroughly deserved 
her Oscar nomination for best 
supporting actress. 

Sarah gets work as a beautician 
as she tries to make her way in 
the world alone, on her own 
terms. James desperately tries to 
get in touch with her and at the 
end of the film they are back 
together once more. Sarah has 
made a free choice about what 
she wants. 

Because the principal actors 
and deaf schoolchildren use 
American Sign Language (which 
is different from British Sign Lan- 
guage, just as French is a diffe- 
rent language from English) we 
found it difficult to follow the 
conversations. To make matters 
worse, many scenes were shot in 
semi-darkness and we saw the 
backs of James and Sarah too fre- 
quently, thus making it impossi- 
ble for us to see the signing. 

We.were not impressed at all 
with Marlee Matlin’s Oscar- 
winning performance as Sarah 


and we felt she tended to overact ° 


her role. Considering that she is 
deaf, we were totally surprised 


Marlee Matlin signs to William Hurt in Children of a Lesser God. 


that her face was rather express- 
ionless and her signing not so 
fluent and natural as would be 
expected from a native signer. 
On the other hand, William 
Hurt’s performance was a plea- 
sure to watch. 

Finally, we would. have 
appreciated subtitles on the film. 


This would have greatly aided. 


deaf people’s understanding of 
the dialogue. 
Lilian K Lawson 


United International Pictures, 
the distributors of Children of a 
Lesser God, do have a subtitled 
version of the film which has 
been shown 6 times in different 


cinemas. According to UIP the . 


response to these has been very 
poor, with no more than 30 peo- 
ple attending .each perform- 
ance. This ts, said a UIP. spoRes- 
man, despite co-operation with 
. groups for deaf people around 
the country. “Though there was 
vociferous protest that there 
ought to be a subtitled version, 
there just weren't the people 
coming in,” he said. No more 
performances are planned, but 
if you think you can assemble a 
large audience, contact Paul 
Lewis or Ken Green at UIP, 37- 
41 Mortimer Street, London W1. 
Tel: 01-636 1655. 


The World’s Leading Manufacturer of Mobility Aids...... 


FORE SS 
SCIENTIFIC 


A NORTHERN FORTRESS COMPANY 


Announce the Appointment of their new U.K. Distributor...... 


Samson Products 


(DORSET) LTD. 


239 ALDER ROAD, PARKSTONE, 


POOLE, DORSET. 
(0202) 734171 


“Professionals in Mobility with After Sales Service” 


% 655FS. Electric Power Chair 
% 2000FS. Electric 3-Wheeler 


% 1000FS. Add-On Power System 
% 1200FS. Power Wheel 


Sales Agents required in all areas. 


See the full line of Fortress Mobility Products at Naidex Stands 151-152 
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; hearing people 


begin to listen? 


Television is essentially about 
communication. It occasionally 
communicates with great in- 
fluence. Hopefully, Pictures. in 
the Mind (C4, 6 April) will do 
just that. 

Some time ago, Paddy Ladd, 
one of the original See Hear! pre- 
senters, told me about sign lan- 


guage as a culture. I understood - 


that hearing-impaired people 
were unified through the lan- 
acquiring collective 
strength. But Pictures in the 
Mind explained how sign lan- 
guage was developed only to be 
suppressed. This suppression 
continues because education for 
deaf people has been governed 
by those who favour turning deaf 
people into poor imitations of 
hearing people. 

Force-feeding speech through 
repetition of phrases, parrot 
fashion, has not had a striking 
success rate. Nine out of ten deaf 
people emerge from this oral 
education virtually illiterate. It 
depends on some hearing for 
speech development, and even 
the best speech resulting from 
this method is impaired. Oralism 


. offers nothing — for the: totally 


deaf. 

‘Sign language, however, is 
based on a natural process (for 
those who cannot hear) of form- 


ing mental images, which are - 


translated into signs. It therefore 
makes for a more natural and 
fluent language development. 
Yet still only a minority of 
schools for deaf children permit 


sign language. 


Why? Because hearing profes- 


sionals still dictate how deaf peo- 
ple are educated and the emph- 
asis remains on conforming to 
the hearing world. Deaf teachers 
teaching Total Communication 
to deaf children, using signing 
and speech, would make this 
priority redundant, and with it, 
hearing professionals. Vested in- 
terests prevent change. 

Pictures in the Mind chal- 


a ‘ 


Look out for... 
The Royal Opera House, Co- 


vent Garden, has 20 wheelchair” 


spaces available at £5 each for 
the operas Manon, 23 June 7pm 
and I/ Barbiere di Siviglia, 2 July 
7.30pm. There are also 20 escort 


“seats at &5 each. 


The second series of Listening’ 


Eye, the C4 programme for deaf 
people, will be shown on Mon- 
days at 6.30pm from 27 April. 


Faces to touch and see, an ex- 
hibition of sculpture by disabled 
and able-bodied people, will be 
on show at the Leicestershire 
Museum and Art Gallery in 
Leicester from 16 May to 28 
June. The museum is fully ac- 
cessible and many of the sculp- 
tures can be touched. 


. An outdoor exhibition of Henry 


Moore sculptures will be shown 
in the Yorkshire Sculpture Park 
from 9 May. 17 June, 4 July and 
11 August have been set aside for 
visits by groups with special 
needs. For more details contact 
the YSP, tel: (0924) 85302. 


The Disabled Photographers’ 
Society is holding its annual ex- 


ae 
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lenged these interests conclu- — 
sively. Nigel Evans’ film was also — 
challenging for the viewer, since 
it took a year to make and con- — 
tained possibly too much to ~ 
grasp from one viewing. But it is 
priceless. Deaf people now have 
a powerful weapon in their 
arsenal. 

Maybe, with repetition, hear- 
ing people who fail to hear the 
opinions of deaf people will be- 
gin to listen. 

This will not happen easily 
though. The pro-oral educa- 
tionalists remain entrenched, as 
was evident in the 50 minutes — 
See Hear! debate (BBC, 12 
April) on the arguments from 
Pictures in the Mind. They paid — 
lip service to the film, patronised _ 
the deaf people in it, and did not 
commit themselves to any 
change. I, as a hearing person, 
was as angry about their arro- 
gance as the deaf people in the 
studio. 

I hope that anyone swayed by ~ 
‘the professionals’ views watched 
A Language for Ben (C4, 13 
April, repeat). This eloquently 
and charmingly charted the lan- 
guage progress of a 4 year old © 
profoundly deaf boy, whose ~ 
hearing parents decided that 
signing was the natural language 
for their son. 


‘ 
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Chris Davies — 
When the Mind Hears, a history 
of deaf people and the develop- — 
ment of sign language by Har- — 
lan Lane, will be. reviewed in — 
DN next month. ; 


Amanda Bullion, who wants — 
a career as a model, was first 
~ featured in DN last December. - 
Now her career is taking off — 
with a modelling assignment 
for BBC2’s One in Four, to be 
shown at 4.40pm on 12 May. 


hibition on 8 July to 1 August. 
People with disabilities are in- 
vited to submit photographs be- 
fore 21 June. Ten trophies for 
young people and adults are on 
offer. For application forms, 
write to the Exhibition Secret- 
ary, Disabled Photographers’ 
Society, 190 Secrett House, Ham | 
Close, Ham, Richmond, Surrey 
TW10 7PE. 


Chances is an adventurous new 
scheme bringing together dis- 
abled and able-bodied artists in 
the hope that they will comple- 
ment each other’s work. Orga- 
niser Peter Street, a poet who is 
himself disabled, wants to show 
the public that people with dis- 
abilities can think and use their 
talents just like any other artist. 
He has already held several 
workshops and hopes for a major 
exhibition in 1988 in which 
each poem by an able-bodied 
person will be illustrated by a 
disabled painter, and vice-versa. 
Anyone interested in joining the - 
scheme should contact Peter 
Street, 19 Nelson Street, Ather- 
ne Greater Manchester M29 __ 
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_In next month’s Disability Now 
-a Summer books PRIS 


Tee oe ye See 


at least some scientific studies 
_ say so. Merely stroking an animal 
can help reduce blood pressure 


Pets can lengthen your life — or 


and lead to a healthier heart. 
Dogs introduced into homes for 


elderly people and mentally ill 


people can help combat loneli- 


_ ness, distress and depression. 


But for many people with dis- 


abilities pets can also lead to a 
_degree of independence that 


would be unimaginable other- 
wise. Everyone knows about 


_ Guide Dogs for the Blind, which 
after 55 years of giving people 
_ with visual handicaps freedom 
_ and companionship now has 


4,000 owners in Britain. 

But dogs can also alert a deaf 
mother to her crying child, 
switch on lights and operate lifts 
for people in wheelchairs, sup- 
port people with walking dif- 
ficulties and retrieve objects for 
people who would not other- 
wise be able to reach them. For 
some, they can provide a vital 
link with the world outside. 

Britain, perhaps not surpri- 
singly, is lagging behind America 
in this field. Since 1975, Canine 
Companions for Independence 


- (CCI) in Santa Rosa, California, 


_ from Loyola University, 


OS ee ee a a Noe 


has placed around 200 dogs with 
disabled people. They are taught 
to understand up to 90 instruc- 
tions. 

David Geffen, a law student 
has 
found that his German shepherd 
dog, Sierra, not only helps with 
opening doors, carrying books 
and fetching objects but has also 
given a boost to his confidence. 

“She has given me a feeling of 
responsibility and a lot of love,” 
says David. “She has also re- 
directed people’s attention from 


the wheelchair to our rela- 


tionship and how she helps me. I 
feel more confident going 


_ places, and I meet people when I 


take her. That’s how I met my 
fiancee, Stephanie.” 


Frances Hay chose Rani out of 
500 dogs. She came from an 
RSPCA kennel in Coventry. 


Disabled people in Britain 
may be able to benefit in the 
same way if all goes well with a 
new organisation called Dogs for 
the Disabled, which is currently 
being registered as a charity. Its 
founder, Frances Hay, lost a leg 
because of cancer when she was 
16. She bought her Belgian 
shepherd dog, Kim, as a pet, but 
came to realise how, fitted with a 
special harness, the dog could be 
invaluable at helping her up 
stairs and out of chairs. 

Sadly, Kim died earlier this 
year, but Frances has raised the 
money to supply 2 dogs for other 
people. One is what is known as 
a “social dog”, a mongrel which 
should prove a loveable com- 
panion for the residents of an old 
people’s home in Kenilworth. 
The other, a German shepherd 
dog call Rani, is being trained to 
open and close doors and re- 
trieve objects from the floor fora 
woman who has fixed extended 
limbs. It will also be able to bring 
her a cordless phone is she is 
ever in distress. Rani’s training 
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Dogs that work to liberate 


Simon Crompton looks at some canine independent living projects 


on hearing the alarm clock. 


will cost £1,500. 

“Demand is growing by the 
minute,” says Frances Hay. “Give 
me the funds and Ill supply as 
many dogs as possible. I already 
know of 30-40 people who need 
them.” 

But the potential owners have 
to be chosen carefully. 

“Vetting is very important,” 
says Frances Hay. “We visit 


clients in their homes and must - 


make sure that they can feed and 
look after the dog properly.” She 
has consulted the RSPCA in set- 
ting up Dogs for the Disabled, 
and disapproves of the way the 
Americans use dogs to carry 
weights and pull wheelchairs. 
Members of the Society for 
Companion Animal Studies are 
also planning a project, pro- 
visionally named Assistance 
Dogs for the Disabled. Society 
member Anne Conway says that 
their main priority is to make the 
organisation as professionally- 
run as CCI in America and its 
equivalent, SOHO, in Holland. 
With research trips planned, 


Chum, a hearing dog for the deaf, being trained to wake tts owner 
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which will establish whether 
tasks such as carrying loads and 
pulling wheelchairs are legiti- 
mate, it is unlikely to get off the 
ground until 1989. But Anne 
Conway is already convinced 
that they should breed and 
puppy-train their own dogs. 

Frances Hay disagrees. She be- 
lieves strongly in rescuing dogs 
that are unwanted, and plans to 
use surplus from Guide Dogs for 
the Blind, the RAF and the 
police. - 

Hearing Dogs for the Deaf, 
which introduced the idea of sig- 
nal dogs from America in 1982, 
works on the same principle. It 
trains 4 dogs at a time, from chi- 
huahuas to labradors, and all of 
them are strays or unwanted, 
many coming from the National 
Canine Defence League. Dogs 
are trained for 4 months to re- 
spond to the appropriate signals 
— alarm clocks, boiling kettles, 
fire alarms, running water, the 
telephone, the doorbell. 

In each case, the dog alerts its 
owner by a touch on the leg, and 


then leads him or her to the ~ 


sound. 

Eight dogs are trained at a time 
at the charity’s training centre in 
Oxfordshire, and 35 dogs have 
now been placed around the 
country. One of them, a Jack Rus. 
sell, travels around the country 
with a deaf researcher for the 
television programme Songs oj 
Praise, alerting her to doorbells’ 
and fire alarms. Another was: 
placed with a deaf couple whe 
had just got married, and helped 
them bring up their two babies 
by alerting the parents every 
time they cried. 

“Hearing dogs are also taught 
to be aware of alien noises, such 
as someone fiddling with the: 
windows outside,” says Hearing 
Dogs for the Deafs director 
general, Tony Blunt. “Most of all, 
they give independence and a re- 
laxed life in a home environ- 
ment.” 

Frances Hay wants to bring 
those sort of benefits to many 
more people with disabilities in 
Britain. 

But she also wants to bring 
them something else, which she 
sums up with a quote from Roget 
Caras’s book, A Celebration oj 
Dogs. “A dog is utterly sincere. It. 
cannot pretend, it cannot act in' 
any way patronising, no matte1 
how physically or emotionally 
incapacitated the human partici- 
pant is.” 


Organisations to contact 


Dogs for the Disabled, “Brook House”, 
I Lower Ladyes Hills, Kenilworth, War 
wickshire CV8 2GN. Tel: (0926) 59726 
Assistance Dogs for the Disabled, 23 
Slipper Road, Emsworth, Hanis PO1¢ 
8BS. Tel: (0243) 375723 

Hearing Dogs for the Deaf, Training 
Centre, Little Close, Lower Icknield Way, 
Lewknor, Oxon OX9 SRY. Tel: (0844) 
53898 

PAT (Pro Dogs Active Therapy) — a' 
volunteer visiting scheme, taking dogs’ 
to old people’s homes and hospitals. 
PRO Dogs National Charity, Rocky: 
Bank, 4 New Road, Ditton, Kent ME20 
6AD 


The best-ever Escort’s 
even better for you. 


is truly Britain's best buy. 


your Escort can be bought outright at a special price from most dealers. 

If you would like full details of the Ford Motability Scheme and a copy 
of our brochure “Ford and the Disabled Motorist” then please fill in the 
“Freepost” coupon below or contact Ford Personal Import Export Ltd, 
Motability Dept DN3, 8 Balderton Street, London W1Y 2BN. Tel: 01-493 4070. 


Britain's best selling car is even better, with advanced technology like lean 
burn engines, high security locks, split rear seat, side repeat indicators, a high 
quality radio/stereo cassette and even optional mechanical anti-lock 
brakes* And Ford have up-graded the disabled drivers’ automatic version 

from the Popular model to the 3-door ‘L’ model with improved specifica- 
tions and, of course, special features — like extended seat rake and remote control driver/ 
passenger door mirrors. It can accommodate most wheelchairs without lowering the 
back seat. So now you can drive an even more comfortable and convenient Escort that 


Happily, the Motability Lease Scheme makes the initial rent quite modest and 
includes service maintenance. And your mobility allowance will look after the repay- 
ments: or you can take advantage of the Motability Hire Purchase Scheme. If you prefer, 


<=> 


oS 


Freepost Ford, London WIE 8EZ. 


Name 


Please send me full details of the Ford Motability Scheme and the Ford Cars brochure. 


Address 


| 
a | 
| Tel: 
a 


*Available only with CVH engine and 5-speed transmission. 
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Share Your Problems 


With Margaret Morgan 


‘I don’t think that 
God imposes 
suffering” 


Letters from readers are always 
welcome and this month my col- 
umn is devoted to feedback from 
some of my correspondents. 


“As one who tries to be a 
Christian, I was interested in 
Lin Berwick’s letter in the 
March 1986 issue. 

I don’t think God imposes 
suffering. It is just an acci- 
dent that happens to some 
people. 

It is hard to accept the fact 
that one can’t do everything, 
and this feeling increases 
with age. It is also hard, when 
one is grown up, to be treated 
as a child and coming to 
terms with this is part of the 
problem. 

I feel there is something 
for handicapped people in 


«+. both 1 Corinthians 12 and 2 


Corinthians 12. In the latter 
Paul mentions his “thorn in 
the flesh” and how he learnt 
to live with it. In the former 
he mentions different mem- 
bers of the body each having 
different functions. This, 
amongst handicapped peo- 
ple, can be taken to mean that 
we can help each other in va- 
rious ways. It is a struggle, 
but despite many failures 
God will give grace and help, 
if we ask Him.” 


You may be interested to know 
about a new ecumenical orga- 
nisation, Church Action on Dis- 
ability (CHAD) which is being 
launched in July. 

It has grown out of meetings 
organised by PHAB (Physically 
Handicapped, Able-Bodied) and 
its aim is to work for the integra- 
tion of disabled people in the 
Church by ensuring that they re- 
ceive equal access to buildings, 
information and worship. A 
number of people with different 
disabilities are actively involved. 

Contact the Development 


WESSEX 
MEDICAL 


EQUIPMENT 


COMPANY 
LIMITED 


Officer, Rev John Peirce, Charis- 


ma Cottage, Drewsteignton, Ex- 


eter EX6 6QR, tel: (0647) 
2UZO: 
A newspaper for 


all disabled people 


“I found your article on hyd- 
rocephalus in July 1986 very 
interesting. I have been 
trying to find out more about 
spina bifida too, because like 
cerebral palsy it is related to 
the nervous system and con- 
genital in origin. 

I realise that all of us with 
different forms of disability 
are brothers and sisters and I 
notice that you have also 
written about head injury 
and mental handicap. 

Does Disability Now cover 
all types of disability these 
days? Doesn’t each society 
have its own magazine? 

Please don't think I am 
complaining, for the more 
we hear about others the 


more sympathy and under- 
standing we should have ab- 
out their problems.” 


I'm glad you asked about Dis- 
ability Now. In the last 3 years it 
has grown from being the news- 
paper of The Spastics Society 
into a national newspaper of in- 
terest to a wide range of disabled 


Dept. 34 
Budds Lane 
Industrial Est. 
Romsey 
Hampshire 
(0794) 522022 


(PLEASE QUOTE DEPT No. WHEN REPLYING) 


TRAVELMASTER HOIST 


SLIMLINER STAIRSEAT 


MANUFACTURER OF ELECTRIC HOISTS, STAIRSEATS, 
LIFTS, VERTICAL SEATS, POOL LIFTS, DOOR OPENERS 
AND AGENTS FOR THE MEDIC BED 


people and those who care for 
them. Indeed the circulation has 
risen to nearly 22,000 and read- 
ers are joining the free mailing 
list at the rate of 300 a month. 

Most voluntary organisations 
do have their own magazine spe- 
cialising in a particular disability, 
for example, Arthritis News, MS 
News and ASBAH’s Link. 


Spatial problems 


“Sometime ago I came across 
an old copy of Disability Now 
(August 1985) in which you 
wrote about the difficulties 
caused by inadequate spatial 
perception. 

My daughter has cerebral 
palsy and although she has 
some physical disability the 
greatest restriction to her 
ability to lead as normal a life 
as possible comes from her 
spatial difficulty. Shape rec- 
ognition is not a problem; 
neither is distinguishing left 
from right. But she is quite 
incapable of finding her way 
about. She also has difficulty 
in assessing the speed and 
direction of cars quickly 
enough to allow her to cross 
the road safely. 

The article mentioned the 
possibility of people contri- 
buting their experiences and 
solutions and I would be 
most interested to know the 
outcome of this suggestion.” 


I received a few letters after this 
article but, unfortunately, no- 
body had any practical solutions 
to offer. 

Iam hoping to put people con- 
cerned at ASBAH and HEADWAY 
in touch with Pat Kennedy, the 
team leader of Kids Family Cen- 
tre in Kensington, whose feature 
on spatial and perceptual prob- 
lems appeared in the March 
1986 issue of Disability Now. 
Perhaps together they can pre- 
pare some hints on how to over- 
come some of these difficulties. 


There’s no such thing as a free 


lunch —and Disability Now is no 
exception. 


The newspaper costs The 
Spastics Society 50p a copy or 
&6 for a year’s supply. At the 
moment it comes to you free. 


If you enjoy reading Disability 
Now and would like to see it 
continue, please send us a 
donation. £1 or £1000, 
everything is welcome! 


Please make out cheques and 
postal orders to The Spastics 
Society, and send them to 


Gayle Mooney 

Room 2B, Disability Now 
FREEPOST, 12 Park Crescent 
London WIN 4EQ. 


What's On 


Conferences and leisure 


Towards Mobility as a Human Right — Expectations for the Next 
Decade is the theme of the fifth international conference on Mobility 
and Transport for Elderly and Disabled Persons. It takes place 21-24 
May in Stockholm, and aims to encourage planners and operators in 
the transport industry to consider the needs of people with disabili- 


ties. Further details from Secretariat, Fifth International Conference ~ 


Secretariat, c/o Swedish Board of Transport, Box 1339, S-171 26 SOL- 
NA, Sweden. Tel: (0) 8-730 58 80. 


Disability Rights Training Courses. The Bilowiig courses will be 


taking place at the Conference Centre, 336 Brixton Road, London — 
SW9: 10 June, Attendance Allowance; 11 June, Mobility Allowance: 


15, 16 and 17 June, Introduction to Disability Benefits; 24 June, Social 
Security Appeals Tribunals; 25 June, Incapacity for Work. Fees: £40 
(one day courses), £95 (3 day courses) with some reductions for 
underfunded voluntary organisations. Further details from the Train- 
ing Assistant, Disability Alliance Educational and Research Associa- 
tion, 25 Denmark Street, London WC2 8N)J. Tel; 01-240 0806. 


1987 Mobility Roadshow. This motor show for disabled people is 
being held on 12-14 June at the Transport and Road Research Labora- 
tory, Crowthorne, Berkshire. There will be adapted cars to see and test 
drive, and displays of a wide variety of mobility aids, including po- 
wered wheelchairs and minibuses. Further details from Susan Claris, 
Room $10/21, Department of Transport, 2 Marsham Street, London 
SW 1P 3EB. Tel: 01-212 5257. 


Adventure Week for People with Disabilities. Kielder Water in — 


Northumbria is the setting for a week of free activities on 14-21 June. 
On offer are fishing, camping, canoeing, sailing and an introduction to 


the facilities of the Kielder Adventure Centre which runs a variety of — 


activity holidays for people with disabilities. For a full programme and 
booking form, send a SAE to Northumbrian Water, Kielder Water 
Operations Centre, Falstone, Hexham, Northumberland NE48 1BX. 
Tel: (0660 ) 40398. 


Vocational Rehabilitation Workshops. The Rehabilitation Re- 
source Centre of The City University has organised a programme of 
workshops which present the principles and techniques of a systema- 
tic approach to vocational rehabilitation. They are of interest to every- 
one concerned with improving work-related services for people with 
disabilities. Workshops include Information Systems, 17-18 June in 
Blackburn; Planning to Meet Individual Needs, 15-16 July in London; 
Tools and Techniques, 7-8 October in Blackburn; and Report Writing 
and Evaluation (Assessment ) Outcomes, 9-10 December in London. 
For further information contact Christopher Hince, The Rehabilita- 
tion Resource Centre (Dept of Systems Science), City University, 

Northampton Square, London EC1V OHB. Tel: 01-253 4399, ext 4610. 


Alpha Conferences. Regional groups of the Alpha Advisory Commit- 
tee of The Spastics Society are holding conferences soon. The Wales 
Alpha conference is on 20 June at The Parkway Hotel, Cwmbran. The 
West Region Alpha conference is on 27 June at the Exeter Arms Hotel, 
Exeter. Full details from Marian Bowen, Development and Research 
Officer AAC, 23a Crowmeole Lane, Copthorne, Shrewsbury SY3 8AZ. 
Tel: (0743 ) 64855. 


Young Disabled People Growing Up is an international conference 
organised by SPOD (The Association to Aid the Sexual and Personal 
Relationships of People with a Disability) at the University of Man- 
chester on 30 June-3 July. The conference is informal, with group 
discussions and contributors from the British Association of Counsell- 
ing, the Family Planning Association and the Spinal Injuries Associa- 
tion. The full fee is £175. For further details of this and other courses 
contact SPOD, 286 Camden Road, London N7 OBJ. Tel: 01-607 8851. 


Talent 87 is a European conference in Basingstoke on 9-12 July con- 
sidering ways in which opportunities in the arts could be improved for 
people with disabilities. Recommendations will be made to the EEC 
Bureau for Action in Favour of Disabled People. Speakers include Bert 
Massie, Margarethe de Neergaard and speakers from throughout 
Europe. Conference fees are £50 for all 4 days (or £190 including 
hotel and meals ). Further information from Lesley Maister, Bulmershe 


Resource Centre for the Handicapped, Bulmershe Court, Woodlands — 


Avenue, Earley, Reading RG6 1HY. Tel: (0734) 664464. 


Courses at Castle Priory 


The Personal Care of People with Cerebral Palsy: Feeding Dif- — 


ficulties — is a one day course for care staff, speech therapists and 
voluntary helpers lacking experience of cerebral palsy. 4 July. £15 
inclusive. 


Current Trends in Provision for People with Handicaps in the 
UK-—a study programme for overseas visitors inlcuding visits, lectures 
and seminars dealing with care, education and treatment. 5-17 July. 
£495 inclusive. 


Activity Day — a shared learning experience for children or adults 
with disabilities, their families and friends. 11 July. Details of charges 
on request. 


Blissymbolics Communication System — an introductory course 
concerned with communication for people with severe communica- 
tion disorders. 20-24 July. Tuition £125 (including materials), resi- 
dence £88, non-residence £32. 


Care of Children with Special Needs — 
welfare staff without specialist qualifications. 27-30 July. Tuition £50, 
residence £66, non-residence £24. 


For more information about any of these courses, write to Castle 
Priory College, Thames Street, Wallingford, Oxon OX10 OHE. T el: 
(0491) 37551. 


for residential, day care or _ 
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For Sale 


BATRICAR. Hardly used. Lights, indica- 


tors, battery charger, wheelchair carrier, 
front panel with spare wheel. Trailer 
optional. £1750 ono. Tel: 01-361 8009. 


NIAGRA THERAPY CHAIR. As New 
Cost £1000. Accept £500 ono. Tel: 
(0629) 734719 or (0629) 57684. 


SPACIOUS 2-BED GRND-FLOOR FLAT 
with diy dg in house of character, Droit- 
wich. 2 mls M5, 6mls Worcester/ 
Bromsgrove. Huge bthrm, inner hall 
6’x12’, utility rm, plumbing for dis- 
hwasher & washing machine, wide door- 
ways. Electrics & sinks raised — ideal for 
someone who can’t bend. 2 steps (can’t 
be ramped). Tiny patio, parking in quiet 
rd. Only £24,500 for all the space you’ve 
dreamed of! Tel: (0905 ) 778775. 


VOLVO 340 DL. Completely converted 
for disabled driver. Hand controls, pow- 
er steering, power brakes with added 
attraction of electric carchair on hyd- 


 raulic lift to lift the whole chair in & out 


- YOUNG MAN, 32, 


of car. Converted for a tetraplegic who 
found he didn’t enjoy driving. Only 1500 
miles on clock. Y reg, but as new. Stereo 
radio/cass. Sunroof. Only £6,500. Tel: 
(0635 ) 65321 or (0734) 713280. 


AVON BATRICAR 1983. Good condi- 
tion. Battery charger. Vary rarely used. 
£600. Tel: (0795) 874765. 


VESSA ELECTRIC CHAIR. 6 yrs old. No 
control box & needs a lot of attention, 
but basic frame & tyres are sound. Any 
offers considered. Contact Mr Kasba, 
Mondays or Thursdays before 10pm. Tel: 
(0933) 77120. 


BATTERY POWERED VESSA TREKKA 
MICRO-CAR. Condition as new, 18 mths 
old. Includes convertable hood, automa- 
tic charger, new batteries & extras. 
£1350. Garage shed also available £150. 
Tel: (0773) 713237. 


Wanted 
COMPUTER NEEDED by disabled man. 
Gd working order. Reasonable price. Tel: 
01-866 9862. 


LIGHT VAN suitable for 2 passengers in 
wheelchairs. Tel: (0268) 729254. 


Find-A-Friend 
slightly disabled, 
varied interests, seeks young lady for 


_ friendship. Please write to Box No 149, 
Disability Now, address on page 20 


(marking envelopes Private & Confiden- 
tial). 


DISABLED WIDOWER, 55, medically 
retired, quiet, home-loving. Would like 
to write to and befriend an able-bodied 
or disabled lady of similar age from 
Home Counties. Please write to Box No 
150, Disability Now, address on page 20 
(marking envelopes Private & Confiden- 
tial). 

DISABLED GIRL, 32, lively & active, 
seeks male companion to make me feel a 
lady. Photo appreciated. Please write to 
Box No 151, Disability Now, address on 
page 20 (marking envelopes Private & 
Confidential ). 


DISABLED GENT, 59, active in music, 
entertainment of a lighthearted nature, 


Actor/Company Member (M/F) 


urgently required by 


COMMUNITY THEATRE COMPANY 


to tour play about breast cancer and later a 
project on disability. Profit share. 
We actively encourage applications from 
differently — abled actors. 
Please send C.V. and/or details of 
experience to: 
The Wyvern Work Unit, Ross Walk, 
Leicester LE4 5BX or ring Leicester 681341 


HEALTH AND RECREATION 
ASSISTANT REQUIRED 


To develop leisure activities for 
disabled people. 

Disabled applicants positively 
welcomed. 


£67.00 pw 21 Hrs 


Contact Paul Ely, Health & Sportshare, 
Room A9, Polytechnic of North London, 
Holloway Road N7. 

Tel: 607 2789 x 2243. 


Closing date: 29th May. 
PNL is an equal opportunities employer. 


| CLASSIFIED 


runs voluntary group. Would like to con- 
tact lady interested in entertaining, Ayr- 
shire & Renfrewshire, Scotland prefer- 
red. Would suit disabled person 35-60. 
All replies acknowledg-d. Singers or 
players or anybody interested. Please 
write to Box No 152, Disability Now, 
address on page 20 (marking envelopes 
Private & Confidential ). 


AUSTRALIAN DISABLED MAN, 20, 
would like to correspond with any young 
person. Main interest is computers (with 
which he communicates and works), 
also Australian Rules Football and run- 
ning a computer betting system. Please 
write to Carlo de Grazia, c/o Dr J B Cole, 
The Photonic Wand Company, 12 
Orchard Croft, Guilden Sutton, Chester 
CH3 7SL. 


Holidays 
EASTBOURNE. Well equipped self- 
catering bungalow specially adapted for 
disabled. Sleeps 6. Comprises lounge, 
kitchen (electric cooker & fridge), 2 dbl 
bdrms (one with dbl, one with 2 sngl 
beds ). Convertable settee in lounge. TV. 
Disabled person must be included in 
holiday. £45 per week, booking from Sat 
to Sat. Contact Mrs/D Olver, SW Mid- 
dlesex Group Spastics Society, 43 Junc- 
tion Road, Ashford, Middx TW15 I1NJ. 
Tel: (0784) 242891. 


HOLIDAY HIRES. MOBILE HOME, 
West Sands Leisure Centre, Selsey. Fully 
equipped, mains services, sleeps 6. 
Ramped access, wide doors/ 
passageways. Accessible bathroom with 
toilet/shower unit. Beach alongside site. 

CHALET, Beach Road Chalet Park, Scrat- 
by, Nr Great Yarmouth. Fully equipped, 
mains services. Sleeps 6, Easy wheelchair 
access, including bathroom. Beach 400 
yds. Dates & Prices on request from Mrs 
C Hopkins, 49 New Road, Bengeo, Hert- 
ford, Herts SG14 3JL. Tel: (0992) 
582767. 


BROAD HAVEN CARAVAN PARK. Sand 
and green hills cradle this award winning 
caravan park which has an especially 
adapted holiday caravan for a wheelchair 
user and their family. Only a 350 yard flat 
walk to the sea front and sandy beach. 
Write for a brochure to Broad Haven 
Caravan Park, Broad Haven, Haverford- 
west, Pembrokeshire, SA62 3JD or tele- 
phone 0437 83277. 


THORNBURY HALL HOTEL, Churnet 
Valley. Specialised facilities for all disabi- 
lities. Companion service available (no 
extra cost) to allow all the family to en- 
joy themselves. Conference facilities and 
study/craft courses available on request. 
Colour TV in all bedrooms, single rooms 
available. Games room. Hotel stands in 5 
acres of ground amidst beautiful coun- 
tryside. Prices from £21.50 a day full 
board. For a brochure contact Thorn- 
bury Hall Hotel, Lockwood Road, Kings- 
ley Holt, Stock-on-Trent, Staffs ST10 
2DH. Tel: (0538) 757220. 


Something to sell? 


Why not advertise 
in Disability Now? 


Tel: 01-636 5020 Ext 245 


CLASSIFIED RATES: £1.50 per line, 
with a minimum charge of £0. 
Advertisers are invoiced after the 
advertisement appears. Find-a- 
Friend column is free. (All ads are 
free for members of The Spastics 
Society or an affiliated group). 


| Aid L14 
For socks 


Se and 
oe stockings 


HALF PRICE NAIDEX OFFER UNTIL 30th 
JUNE. Return this advert with your 
order and £3.50 inc. VAT & P&P. 


feeemecran ie 


LOWMOOR ESTATE : KIRKBY IN ASHFIELD - NOTTS. 
Tel. 0623-754047 AQ27 


Private Speech Therapy 


Anyone, child or adult, can have, or can acquire, a speech disorder 
due to, for instance, a stammer, delayed speech, stroke or accident. 
If you know of anyone requiring private treatment for a speech defect, 
COMMUNILINK can provide direct contact with qualified speech 


therapists nationwide. 


PRIVATE SPEECH THERAPY REFERRAL SERVICE 


4 WOODSTOCK ROAD, LONDON NW11 8ER 


01-458 8585 


Tim Proctor 


David Blezard took up the post 
of principal of Lancaster and 


Morecambe College in Lan- 
cashire last month. 

Mr Blezard went blind at the 
age of 9 when he was hit by a 
snowball with a stone in it. 

He was educated at Worcester 
College for the Blind and then 
took a degree in English at Leeds 
University. 

Mr Blezard worked for a year 
in the United States where he 
obtained a teaching diploma. He 
was director of continuing 
education at Nelson and Colne 
College in Lancashire before 
starting his new job. 

David Blezard describes his 
blindness as a “nuisance and an 
inconvenience”. “I refuse to ack- 
nowledge it as a barrier or let it 
stop me doing things,” he said. 

His main regrets are that he 
cannot drive a car or play his 
favourite sports, cricket and 
football, but he makes up for the 


last as chairman of the successful 
local Asian football team, Paak 
United. 


Steve Dowson took up the post 
of director of the Campaign for 
People with Mental Handicaps 
on .1 May. He replaces Alison 
Wertheimer, who left after 7 
years with the organisation to 
work as a freelance researcher 
and writer. 

Steve Dowson was a senior re- 
search officer with Norfolk 
County Council’s social services 
department. He previously 
worked as a specialist social 
worker (mental handicap) with 
the same authority. 

He worked for CMH as a 
volunteer for a number of years 
and set up a local CMH group in 
Norfolk. 


Paul Cartwright, a 21-year-ok 
athlete from Heckmondwike 
who represented Britain in th: 
last Paraplegic Olympics, is to b 
sponsored. over the next tw: 
years by Sidhil of Halifax. 

The company has given him 
new racing wheelchair in whic! 
he hopes to retain his 100, 201 
and 400 metre titles in th 
National Championships a 
Stoke Mandeville this month 
and his place in the 1988 Olym 
pic team. 

Paul Cartwright has bee: 
competing in a home-made rac 
ing wheelchair for 5 years, ani 
has collected over 100 medals. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Datasolve award for tech- 
nological innovation. Entries 
are invited for this competition 
to design a new technological in- 
terface which would help a child 
with cerebral palsy. Since every 
child with cp is affected dif- 
ferently a wide range of inter- 
faces are required. The prize is a 
Thorn EMI Liberator portable 
computer which will be pre- 
sented at the Computer Industry 
Charity Ball on 11 June (The 
Spastics Society is the benefici- 
ary of this year’s ball). Closing 


date is 15 May. Further informa- 
tion from Sarah Grimwade, The 
Quentin Bell Organisation Ltd, 
QBO House, 18 Tower Street, 
London WC2H ONN. 


Community Living is a new, 
quarterly magazine for all those 
working with people who have a 
mental handicap. Edited by 
David Brandon, former director 
of North West MIND, it will ex- 
plore ways of improving the 
quality of services for both staff 
and consumers. The first issue, is 
available now. A year’s subscrip- 
tion costs from £12 (indi- 
viduals ). Details from Commun- 
ity Living, 25b Thames House, 


140 Battersea Park Road, Lor 
don SW1il1 4NB. Tel: 01-62 
1637. 


£18,000 Studentship fror 
the RNIB. Applications are iz 
vited from visually handicappe 
students for this postgraduai 
studentship. They must hav 
been accepted, either definite! 
or conditionally, for a full-ter1 
postgraduate course leading to 
higher degree. Applicatio 
forms (to be returned by 3 
June) are available from th 
Director of Education, Roy: 
National Institute for the Blin« 
224 Great Portland Street, Lor 
don W1N OAA. Tel: 01-388 1264 


AUSTIN ROVER 


EF 


If you're interested in obtaining 
credit contact Austin Rover Finance, 
100 Stratford Road, Shirley, Solihull 
B90 3BH. Tel: 021-745 2633. 


At Austin Rover we appreciate that, if you're disabled, a car can 


literally mean freedom. 


Better still, we can fix you up with the thoroughly practical tran- 
sport you need at a thoroughly affordable price. Here's how. 


AUSTIN ROVER MOBILITY SCHEME. 

As well as being reliable, economical and long-lasting, all the 
latest generation of Austin Rover cars have easy access, light and 
responsive controls and oceans of interior room. (In the Metro, for 
instance, you can fold down part of the rear seat to stash a wheel- 
chair, yet still have plenty of space for passengers.) 

What's even more appealing, though, is the fact that 
our special Austin Rover Mobility Scheme knocks as much 


as 17% OFF THE BASIC LIST PRICE. 


Whether it's a Metro, Mini, Maestro, Montego or Rover 
you fancy, with the exception of the Rover 800 Series which is 


not yet available on this scheme. 


The scheme is open to anyone who holds a Mobility 
Allowance (including the relatives of anyone not able 


17*OFF THE PRICE 
OF FREEDOM. 


owners, or other registered disabled persons not covered in 


these categories may also qualify. 


address above. 


And if you're over 18, we can arrange credit terms through 
Austin Rover Finance — just ask for a written quotation from the 


To take advantage of our Mobility Scheme discount, call in at 
any Austin Rover dealer, who'll also arrange to make any modifica- 
tions necessary through an approved specialist. 

Alternatively, post the coupon for an information pack complete 
with price list and authorisation form. Either way you'll see that being 
disabled doesn't mean being disadvantaged. 


To: Mobility Scheme Department, Austin Rover Longbridge, Birmingham B31 2TB j 


Name 


Please send me details of your mobility scheme. 


Address 


| AUSTIN ROVER 


to drive). Private Car Allowance holders and current trike LLL 
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Angry 
mothers 


march on 
Westminster 


Three thousand angry mothers 
and their supporters rallied to 
Central Hall, Westminster on 6 
April to protest about the latest 
cuts in maternity grants, 

It was the day on which the 
Government abolished the £25 


_ maternity grant to all mothers 


and single payments of up to 
£187 for those on _ sup- 
plementary benefit, and re- 
placed them with a means-tested 
grant of £80 for people on sup- 
plementary benefit or family in- 
come supplement. 

Payment of maternity allo- 
wance is being transferred from 
the DHSS to the employer and 
Dayment restricted to women 
who are in work and paying 
National Insurance contribu- 
tions shortly before they claim. 

Maternity Alliance, which 
comprises over 70 national orga- 
nisations, including the NCVO 


** and The Spastics Society, laun- 


ched the Maternity Emergency 
campaign last month because it 
is deeply concerned at the con- 
tinuing erosion of benefits for 
mothers. 

It estimates that the present 
round of cuts will mean that 
500,000 women will lose the 
maternity grant and those with 
no recent work record who are 
not on very low incomes will get 
no help at all. 

One in 5 mothers will lose the 
maternity allowance (worth up 
°0 &530 each), it estimates, and 
‘ake-up may fall if the benefit is 
idministered by employers. 

“These changes represent the 
most substantial reduction in 
mothers’ rights that Britain has 
ever witnessed”, says Chris Gow- 
dridge, co-ordinator of Materni- 
ty Alliance. 

The Alliance also fears that 
1ew Government proposals on 

mployment rights will further 
mit women’s access to materni- 

‘rights at work. 

Applicants to industrial tri- 
unals would have to pay a fee, 
2funded only if they win their 
ase; firms of 6-10 employees 
‘ould not necessarily have to 
sinstate a mother after materni- 
y leave, and women would have 


~ 9 work 20 hours a week (in- 


tead of the present 16) as a full- 
ime worker or 12 hours (in- 
tead of 8) as a part-time worker 
o qualify for maternity rights. 


Maternity Alliance, 59/61 Cam- 
ten High Street, London NW1 
JL, tel: 01-388 6337. 


b) 


Hanger 
dispute 
nears end 


. The seven-month dispute at the 


artificial limb supplier J E Hanger 
in Roehampton may be drawing 
to a close. 

300 workers at the factory and 
fitting centre were sacked after 
new performance targets were 
introduced by the management, 

According to Phil Tagg, a 
member of the dispute commit- 
tee, the ex-employees are likely 
<O accept an offer drawn up at 
the arbitration service ACAS, 
which includes a total cash offer 
of £770,000. But most of the 
workforce is unlikely to regain 
employment with the company. 

“It's been a matter of coming 


~ o terms witha settlement which 


ve may not like, but might be for 
he best,” says Phil Tagg. 


Put to the test. The first cricket “test” matches between teams of 
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blind cricketers from Australia and New Zealand took place on New 
Zealand's North Island last month. Cricket for blind people origin- 
ated in the Australian state of Victoria in 1922 and ts now played in 
Britain, India, Sri Lanka and New Zealand, though rules vary from 
country to country. In Britain there are 14 clubs but no national 
team. Above, Victorian bowler Rinnie Pas in action. 


Speaking up for speech- 
impaired children 


A petition urging the Govern- 
ment to act to ensure that the 
needs of young people with spe- 
cific speech and language dis- 
orders has been handed into 10 
Downing Street. 

AFASIC (The Association for 
all Speech Impaired Children) 
says that the current level of edu- 
cational provision is woefully in- 
adequate, and has_ collected 
10,000 signatures in support of 
its campaign. 

These include parents, medic- 
al professionals, teachers, and 
celebrities such as actor Derek 
Jacobi (a vice-president of AFA- 
SIC) and playwright Dennis 
Potter. 

Dennis Potter says: “I support 
AFASIC because I wish to help 
break down one of the worst 
prison walls, and release the 
grace in these children into the 
freedom of speech”. 
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@ A national campaign to im- 
prove understanding of speech 
and language handicap takes 
place this month. 

National Speak Week, 11-17 

May, has been organised by 
speech therapists around the 
country and the charity VOCAL, 
and is being sponsored by British 
Telecom. 
For more information about 
Speak Week activities, contact 
National Speak Week, 142 War-. 
dour Street, London W1V 3AU. 
Tel: 01-734 6030 


National Union of the Deaf : 
begins the battle for British | 
Sign Language 


Thousands of profoundly deaf 
people leave school almost 
illiterate, with unintelligible 
speech and lipreading no better 
than most hearing people, claims 
the Nation Union of the Deaf, a 
pressure group of about 100 
people. 

Last month the union laun- 
ched a campaign to bring British 
Sign Language back into the 
classroom and lobbied the De- 
partment of Education and Sci- 
ence. 

The union accuses the DES, its 
inspectors and teacher training 
establishments of “a major 
cover-up” of the effect the pre- 
sent emphasis on oral teaching is 
having on 50,000 profoundly 
deaf people. It says they have an 
average reading age of 8'/2 and 
90 per cent of them are unintel- 
ligible. Also, when deaf children 
try to communicate by signing, it 
has been known for their hands 
to be tied behind their backs. 

In a report to the DES, the 
NUD recommends that training 
courses should require teachers 
to be skilled in sign language in 
order to qualify. It also wants 
born-deaf teachers to be re- 
instated in the deaf education 
system. 

Jack Ashley MP has tabled an 
early day motion in the Com- 
mons calling on the Government 
to include signing as part of the 
training of teachers of the deaf 
and to ensure that deaf children 
may use all methods of com- 
munication, including signing, 
that will help their education. So 
far 47 MPs from all parties have 
signed it. 

“The NUD has led people to 
believe that the DES is in favour 
of one system when we don’t 
prescribe methods in that way”, 
said a DES spokesman. “We 
wouldn’t claim to be expert in 
how disabled people should be 


taught.” 
The DES is not against deaf 


people being taught by deaf peo- 
ple but a teacher should be able 
to provide an oral model in 
school. 

“The NUD plan _ certainly 
seems to go against the trend to 
integration of the 1981 Educa- 
tion Act,” he said. Both sides 
have agreed to meet. 

The British Deaf Association, 
with 18,000 members, supports 
official recognition of British 
Sign Language. 

“By denying deaf people their 
language, their oppression has 
been sustained for centuries”, 
says Arthur Verney, BDA’s 
secretary. 

See also page 16 


A well-researched information 
and advice booklet produced to 
accompany the Channel 4 prog- 
rammes on deafness is avail- 
able, Language for the Eye és free 
(send an A4 sae) to PO Box 
4000, London W3 6X], Glasgow 
G12 9JQ or Belfast BT2 7FE. 


Times Newspapers 


“Enough is enough! Let deaf 

people put it right!” says Emma 
Tumim, one of the lobbyists. She 
was chastised for using sign 
language at school. 


SEE NEWTON 
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INTRODUCING THE 


HIGH 


carriage. 


| Name 


Peer on yf 


ELAN Mk.2. 
C Arrange demonstration of Elan Mk.2C) Send brochure 


PERFORMANCE 


VALUE FOR MONEY 
POWERED WHEELCHAIR 


High efficiency motor and gear box system 
with a sophisticated control box make the Elan 
ideal for indoor and outdoor use. A unique 
feature is that the Elan can be folded with the 
batteries still in place for upright storage and 


THE ELAN MK. 2. 


A manufacturing division of THE SPASTICS SOCIETY 
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